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"If we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship with 
one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his son, 
purifies us from all sin." 
C ^ a c 
Glenn and Mary Stoner, 
with Pastor Ken Letner 
The Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church near 
Mifflintown recently gave special recognition to Glenn 
and Mary Stoner by having a plaque installed on the wall 
just outside the new chapel room: 
This chapel is dedicated in honor of Glenn 
and Mary Stoner for their many years of loving 
ministry to the Cedar Grove Church as: 
Entertainment committee worker, Sunday 
school teachers, Minister of Visitation, Confer-
ence delegates, prayer warriors, youth leaders, 
music leader, treasurer, trustee, deacon. 
Praise to the Lord for your hands of mercy, 
voices of wisdom, and examples of Christlike-
ness. 
Of course the plaque was limited in its description of 
all that they have done for the Lord at Cedar Grove. In 
previous years, Glenn had been honored for having 
served as deacon for over 31 years, during which time he 
had missed only one church board meeting (that absence 
due to hospitalization). When Glenn requested that he be 
replaced as deacon, the Church Council awarded him the 
title of Deacon Emeritus. In more 
recent years Glenn had served as 
Minister of Visitation. He and 
Mary taught Sunday school for 
many years and were volunteer 
custodians for 15 years. 
Recently the church had a 
"This Is Your Life" night honor-
ing Mary, during which 23 peo-
ple voiced their expressions of 
love for her and their apprecia-
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. B o x 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
tion of all of the dedicated work that she had done down 
through the years. Mary became Glenn's bride in 1951 
and also became the mother to his six-year-old son, 
Andy, whose mother had died when he was five weeks 
old. Mary immediately became a blessing to the church 
as their first song leader because of her lovely, clear 
voice and ability to lead music. There was no musical 
instrument until the church purchased an organ in 1968, 
so Mary used a pitch pipe to get the congregation started 
on key. 
In addition to the usual duties of a deacon's wife, 
such as preparing bread and grape juice for the Commu-
nion service and assisting with the foot washing ceremo-
ny, Mary also visited church families and entertained 
many new families in her home with a special meal, fel-
lowship, and games. Many testified how her love and 
concern had blessed them. One couple gave her credit 
for saving their marriage, as she counseled them and 
went to their home on a moment's notice. 
There is not space here to list Mary and Glenn's 
many activities for the Lord, but surely they are on 
record in Heaven. 
Their son, Andy, is a 
licensed minister but is now a 
family counselor in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Their daughter, 
Peggy, is married to Darrel 
Knepper, and they attend the 
New Guilford Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
In February the Stoners 
moved to Messiah Village. 
They go with our blessing, but 
there will be two irreplaceable 
vacancies at Cedar Grove 
Church. 
This article was submitted by 
Miriam Taylor Wert, also a member 
of the Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa. 
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SMALL 
MIRACLES 
Finding God in 
everyday 
experiences 
by Teresa J. Cleary 
MY HUSBAND TIM AND I sat at the kitchen table staring out the window at the gray 
March morning coming to light. A 
steady rain fell outside, hitting the 
roof with the same relentlessness as 
the renewed cries of our three-month-
old son. 
"It's your turn," Tim said. As 1 
slowly got to my feet, I wondered if 
the circles under my eyes were as 
dark as Tim's. The sleepless nights 
seemed endless as we adjusted to the 
birth of another child. 
Where are you, God, when life 
turns into one stress-filled day after 
another? I thought as I shuffled into 
Steven's room. Changing my son's 
diaper, I noticed a row of raindrops 
that hung from the window pane. 
Each one was exactly like the next. 
Clear. Round. Ordinary. 
But then a beam of sunlight broke 
through a cloud, piercing one droplet 
and sending from it a rainbow of light 
that danced before my eyes. 
I smiled. Lord, thanks for remind-
4 
ing me that you haven't forgotten us, 
I prayed. Just as he had so many 
times before, God was using this 
"small miracle" to show his contin-
ued presence in our lives. 
While some of my friends may 
have discounted the rainbow from the 
raindrop as a nice coincidence, I 
knew it to be more than a result of 
mere chance. After all, was it a "coin-
cidence" that Tim had turned to a par-
ticular passage of Scripture that 
helped him solve a business problem 
he'd struggled with for days? Or that 
my friends always called with encour-
agement when postpartum blues were 
at their worst? 
I've chosen not to see these hap-
penings as coincidences. Instead I call 
them small miracles. Author Heidi 
Quade agrees with me, for she said, 
"A coincidence is a small miracle 
where God chose to remain anony-
mous." 
How else have Tim and I seen God 
revealing himself to us in our daily 
lives? There are many ways. 
How God speaks to us every day 
Besides working through what oth-
ers see as life's coincidences, Tim and 
I often find symbolic meaning in 
objects and events. The Gospels are 
filled with accounts of Jesus using 
everyday objects—loaves of bread, 
mustard seeds, and coins—to teach 
profound lessons to his followers. 
We've found God still uses ordinary 
experiences to teach us more about 
himself. 
Soon after the birth of our first son, 
I was driving one night down a 
brightly-lit street lined with fast food 
restaurants and shopping centers. My 
mind was on the dishes I 'd left in the 
sink, Tim's chaotic schedule, and the 
fact that I was late taking the babysit-
ter home. The wail of a police siren 
brought me back to reality. The offi-
cer who pulled me over said I 'd been 
driving without my headlights and 
reminded me to turn them on. 
Because of the brightness surround-
ing me, I hadn't noticed the need for 
headlights. 
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Later, as I told Tim what had hap-
pened, God's lesson became apparent. 
For too long since Micah's birth, I'd 
relied on the "lights" of other Chris-
tians to find my way. I 'd applaud their 
time in Bible study and efforts at 
evangelism, but felt having a newborn 
gave me an excuse for not growing 
spiritually. God's message to me was 
the same as the police officer's had 
been earlier: "It's time to turn your 
lights on." 
Another way to keep track of God's 
work in your life is to keep a spiritual 
journal or record prayer requests and 
their outcomes. As Tim and I began 
recording our prayers and their out-
comes, we noticed God's hand active-
ly working in our lives. Though our 
prayers weren't always answered in 
the way we expected, we were able to 
look back and see God's answer was 
best. Throughout it all, God reminded 
us he is in control of the details of our 
existence. 
God can also use us directly or 
indirectly to show himself to others. 
Often, a note or call to a friend is met 
with the response, "This couldn't have 
come at a better time!" Suddenly a 
simple action on our part has deeper 
meaning as we do God's work through 
our own acts of kindness. 
In her book, With My Whole Heart, 
Karen Burton Mains says, "How do 
we find God in our everyday lives? By 
deliberately seeking him. When we 
deliberately hunt for anything...we 
begin to find what we seek in every 
area of life." God can use anything, 
even something we've done many 
times, to speak to our situation if 
we're receptive to his teaching. Our 
problem is we're so used to life's rou-
tine, we don't see God's lesson. 
Tim has had a garden in our back-
yard since we've been married, but 
he's never felt God speaking to him 
there until last year. Summer is a busy 
time for Tim, who owns his own busi-
ness, and his work load usually trans-
lates into additional stress at home. 
After weeks of 16-hour days and no 
time for family or household projects, 
both of us had reached our limits. Tim 
met his last deadline, came home, and 
escaped to the garden. Instead of neat 
rows of vegetables, he found a plot of 
ground as neglected as the rest of his 
life had become. 
As Tim knelt in the dry soil, he told 
me that his spiritual eyes opened. He 
saw the weeds as areas in his life that 
needed changing. Just as the fruit in 
the garden had been overrun by 
weeds, the fruit in his life was being 
crowded out by overwork and stress. 
Instead of the joy he'd once found in 
his business, he now struggled with 
too much to do. Things needed to 
change. Though Tim had weeded the 
garden in the past, God waited until 
this particular moment for this impor-
tant lesson. 
What we often forget is that the 
Lord is always sending us messages. 
We need to be receptive. Too often we 
put God on a schedule by saying, 
"Okay, Lord, you can speak to me dur-
ing my quiet time or while I 'm out 
walking on this beautiful day." Often 
we do hear God during this special 
time because we've tuned out the 
busyness of our day and taken the 
time to listen. But we need to learn to 
be open and receptive to God at all 
times. 
What if I don't see God? 
What about those times when we 
look and don't see God? There are 
times we're sure to feel God isn't 
around, but we can also be sure those 
times won't last forever. 
Tim and I have learned God's 
silence has nothing to do with his 
absence or presence. God is always 
with us. Hebrews 13:5 promises, "I 
will never desert you nor will I ever 
forsake you" (NASB). In the original 
language, this verse contains a triple 
negative and would literally be trans-
lated, "I will never, no never, no 
never, desert you or forsake you" 
(emphasis mine). That's a wonderful 
promise to comfort us when God 
seems distant. 
The last word: Scripture 
The fact that all experiences have 
meaning is born out in God's Word. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us, "There is a 
time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under heaven." God is 
with us through all our circumstances. 
He is there to share our joy or give 
comfort in our sorrow. Through all of 
our experiences, Tim and I have found 
Jesus standing at the door knocking, 
waiting to be invited in (see Revela-
tion 3:16). 
Can you hear the tapping as God 
makes himself known in your life 
every day? He's there now, waiting for 
you to be aware of his presence. Open 
your eyes and your heart to the won-
derful ways God surrounds you every 





stances. He is 
there to share our 
joy or give comfort 
in our sorrow. 
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life apart from sin 
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ONE of the most commonly-asked questions in West-ern society is: What do you want to be when you grow up? Just about the time young people begin to 
comprehend the fact that there are such things as occupa-
tions, their well-intentioned parents, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles begin to pester them with that all-important 
and ever-nagging question. It's a question which frequent-
ly lingers in the mind long after one's body has grown up. 
God doesn't necessarily want to pester us, but being the 
parent that he is, he too is concerned with what we're 
going to be when we grow up. Unlike many earthly par-
ents, though, his concern rests not so much with our earth-
ly occupations (what we're going to do) as with our spiri-
tual calling (what we're called to be). In fact, that's his 
number one concern: our spiritual well-being. It's a con-
cern which can be ignored and even rejected, but if God 
gets his way with us, we'll be holy.1 
Being holy 
Holiness is a biblical word representing (1) who God is 
and (2) what God desires his people to be. This dual 
meaning of holiness can be seen in God's word to the peo-
ple of Israel in Leviticus 20:26: "You are to be holy to me 
because I, the Lord, am holy and I have set you apart from 
the nations to be my own." 
That verse (Leviticus 20:26) offers one of the best and 
From Life With God: Being the Church, by David Zercher. Pub-
lished in 1990 by Evangel Publishing House, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
most concise definitions of the word "holy": it means to 
be "set apart." God, in his purity, is "set apart from sin-
ners" (Hebrews 7:26), entirely unique in his blameless-
ness. But God doesn't rest contentedly in his own holi-
ness; he goes further than that, setting apart from sin those 
who place their trust in him. In the Old Testament, we see 
God's mercy rather specifically extended to the nation of 
Israel, which was for him "a holy nation" (Exodus 19:6). 
In the New Testament, this mercy is extended through 
Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth, for it is God's desire 
that "we may share in his holiness" (Hebrews 12:10). 
Holiness, then, is a gift of God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. It is God who provides the resources for us to live 
holy lives, and it is by God's power that we are set apart 
from sin. 
Consecration and discipleship 
Nonetheless, we shouldn't begin to think that God does 
everything while we do nothing. Consecration is our part. 
Consecration, as one Brethren in Christ writer has aptly 
written, is "the hallowing of God's name in all of life. It 
means that the choices of life are made from the perspec-
tive of God's kingdom. It makes 'Thy will be done' the 
highest priority in one's life."2 
The words "Thy will be done" are prominent in the life 
of Christ. Not only did Jesus teach his disciples to pray 
that way (Matthew 6:10), he himself prayed that way at 
his life's most crucial juncture (Matthew 26:36-46). "Thy 
will be done" was, to Jesus, much more than just a Sun-
day morning prayer. 
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And so it must be to us. If we are to be holy, we, like 
Jesus, must pray that prayer in everyday matters, as well 
as at life's most crucial turns. That's not always an easy 
thing to do, but God has promised that as we follow 
Christ's example in prayer, the Holy Spirit will equip us to 
follow Christ's example in life. That, in sum, is what it 
means to be a disciple: following Jesus' example in all of 
life. 
It's not hard to see, then, why the Brethren in Christ 
emphasize both consecration and discipleship: consecra-
tion is the inner act or attitude which results in a life of 
discipleship, a life patterned after the life and the teach-
ings of Jesus. There is little question that a life so lived 
will be an outstanding one—that is, standing out as differ-
ent in a sinful world. That shouldn't 
surprise us, however, when we recall 
what it means to be holy. It means we 
are "set apart" from the world. 
No longer conformed 
Most of us don't like to think of 
ourselves as "set apart" or "abnor-
mal." We prefer to "fit in" and be 
"one of the gang." While that's OK in 
some cases, Christians also need to 
realize that we live in a world which 
often promotes anti-Christian values. 
The world has its ways and God has 
his, and though they're not always at 
odds with one another, the Scriptures 
have clear instructions for us when 
they are. These instructions are 
spelled out in the Apostle Paul's letter 
to the Romans: "Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will" (Romans 12:2). 
From this and a host of other New Testament passages, 
the Brethren in Christ have concluded that Christians are 
called to nonconformity. This call has been interpreted and 
applied in various ways throughout our history, but it 
shouldn't be assumed that variety in application invali-
dates the call itself. Rather, it is the responsibility of each 
new generation of Christians to identify and then resist the 
anti-Christian values of its own particular culture. Resist-
ing those values will mean defying cultural norms, and it's 
in that sense that we'll be abnormal, or "nonconformists." 
Examples of nonconformity 
The Brethren in Christ, over the course of our exis-
tence, have tried to interpret God's call to holiness and set 
ourselves apart according to God's standard. One way we 
have exhibited our nonconformity is by resisting hedo-
nism., a view which maintains that pleasure is the chief 
aim in life. "How enjoyable will this be? How fun will 
this be?" Those are questions that many people—especial-
ly in Western society—ask as they make their day-to-day 
decisions. And while those questions are not wrong in and 
of themselves, the primary question for Christians must 
always be: "What is God's view of this?" 
Evidence of hedonism is all around us (for example, in 
the cheapening of the marriage bond). For some people, 
marriage has ceased to be "fun" anymore. It used to be 
pleasurable, but now the romance has worn off and it's 
just a lot of work. People who find themselves in this situ-
ation (and many Christians do find themselves here) have 
not necessarily sinned, but they are faced with a choice; 
and if their commitment to personal pleasure is greater 
than their commitment to God's view of marriage, the 
choice they make will likely be the wrong one. 
Resisting materialism is a second way the Brethren in 
Christ have exhibited their nonconformity. Materialism is 
placing an undue or improper empha-
sis upon material things, from cash to 
cars to condominiums. While the 
folly of materialism is obvious (as 
Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6, "we 
brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it"), a lot 
of people live as though they actually 
can take it with them. 
This being the case, there are a 
number of principles by which Chris-
tians ought to live, principles which 
contradict society's values. First of 
all, just because you want something 
and can afford it doesn't mean you 
ought to buy it. Second, things ought 
to be bought for their usefulness 
rather than for their status (in other 
words, "a Ford will get you there as 
effectively as a Mercedes"). Third, 
the notion that your children deserve to "have it better" 
than you did should be questioned (in other words, love 
them by giving of yourself)- And finally, all of your mate-
rial wealth is God's; that is, he's just as concerned about 
the money you don't put in the offering plate as the 
money that you do. 
A third way the Brethren in Christ have exhibited non-
conformity over the years is by rejecting militarism. Mili-
tarism is a view which encourages people to put undue 
trust in weapons and armies, and may lead people to have 
unreasonable fear of citizens of other nations. It stands in 
contradiction to both the commands (Matthew 5:43-48) 
and the example (Matthew 26:52-54; Romans 5:8, 10) of 
Jesus. Therefore, the Brethren in Christ have renounced 
for themselves worldly ways of violence and self-preser-
vation and have instead advocated peacemaking and sacri-
ficial service. 
Historically, this has worked itself out through some-
thing called "alternate service." During times of conscrip-
tion, instead of becoming active parts of their country's 
military, many Brethren in Christ young men have chosen 
to register with the government as "conscientious objec-
tors" (COs). In so doing, they indicated a willingness to 
continued on page 9 
Holiness is a gift 
of God through 
Jesus Christ our 
Lord. It is God 
who provides the 
resources for us 
to live holy lives, 
and it is by God's 
power that we are 
set apart from sin. 




by Victor A. Shepherd 
The Holy Spirit is like 
a floodlight, turning our 
attention toward Jesus Christ 
FEW PEOPLE are more obnox-ious than those who keep talking about themselves. 
They have out-traveled even the 
tour guide, out-achieved the gen-
uinely accomplished, out-lived the 
most vivacious. Their attention-
grabbing neuroticism is as incessant 
as it is offensive. 
Not so the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
is that person of the Trinity who is 
the opposite of all this. Jesus main-
tained that the Spirit would glorify 
him (John 16:14). Scripture insists 
that the Father sends the Holy Spirit 
in the name of the Son, never in the 
Spirit's own name. 
In other words, the Holy Spirit is 
a floodlight. Floodlights are posi-
tioned in such a way that one does 
not see the floodlight itself, only 
that which it lights up and to which 
it therefore directs attention. 
The Holy Spirit is the power of 
God within us and among us. He 
turns our attention to Jesus Christ at 
the same time as it binds our hearts 
to his. (Any "spirit" which draws 
attention to itself is plainly not the 
Holy Spirit.) 
Early Christians knew that the 




them for a 
discipleship which was always rigor-
ous and frequently dangerous. They 
could continue in their cross-bearing 
only as the Spirit in them proved 
stronger than the pressure of the 
forces arrayed against them. 
The world always thinks that 
effectiveness is the result of strong-
arm coercion. Christians know that 
effectiveness in matters of the King-
dom occurs as the Spirit honors the 
self-forgetful servanthood found first 
in the vulnerable One himself. 
When even the religious world is 
shouting or suggesting that God's 
strength is made perfect in the 
strength of his people, Christians 
know that God's strength is made 
perfect in their weakness (2 Corin-
thians 12:9). 
For this reason the Apostle Paul 
glories in his weakness (the world 
always boasts of its strength), for it is 
only weakness which God can use. 
Whenever the church has forgot-
ten the unique ministry of the Spirit, 
the church has ceased to serve and 
has begun to tyranize, even perse-
cute. The church's responsibility is 
always and only in word and deed, to 
bear witness to Jesus Christ. It is the 
Holy Spirit's responsibility (i.e., 
God's responsibility) to honor and 
empower such testimony in bringing 
people to faith in and obedience to 
the incarnate One himself. In a word, 
witness is the church's responsibility 
while conversion is the Spirit's. 
Whenever the church loses sight 
of this and thinks that it is the 
church's responsibility to convert, 
the church advertises its unbelief. It 
loses patience with God and blud-
geons those who resist its message. 
To believe in the Spirit is to believe 
that God keeps the promises he 
makes concerning the effectiveness 
he will ultimately lend to our wit-
ness. 
Because Christians inhabit the 
same world that proved hostile to 
their Lord, it is the Spirit—and only 
the Spirit—who can render Chris-
tians joyful in the midst of circum-
stances which foster misery. "You 
received the word in much affliction, 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit," 
says the apostle to those whose joy 
in the midst of distress was the Spir-
it's "secret" (1 Thessalonians 1:6, 
RSV). 
But of course, in the midst of the 
"brainwashing" of a pagan environ-
ment, the Christians in Thessalonica 
had found the gospel credible—even 
self-authenticating as the truth. This 
occurred because the Spirit had 
surged over them and disarmed the 
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rebel citadel of their Christless 
hearts. "For our gospel came to you 
not only in word, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction" (1 Thessalonians 1:5, 
RSV). 
Those who become sons and 
daughters of God by adoption are 
granted access to all the resources 
of their new parent. One of the 
ever-needed riches is assurance that 
they are children of God whom the 
Father will cherish eternally. 
A happy person can't help smil-
ing nor a perplexed person frown-
ing nor an excited person trembling. 
So the new heir to the Father's rich-
es can't help crying out, "Abba! 
Father!" 
Assurance is pressed upon such 
heirs that they are now and will 
ever be children whose place in the 
family of God is secured. The cry 
welling up out of their hearts, says 
Paul, is "the Spirit himself bearing 
witness with our Spirit that we are 
children of God..." (Romans 8:16, 
RSV). 
Everywhere in Scripture the 
Holy Spirit is associated with Chris-
tian experience. Early Christians 
knew that life in the company of the 
living, ascended One was more than 
intellectual apprehension, and more 
than lifeless legalism. It was "righ-
teousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit" (Romans 14:17, RSV). 
A stomach-grabbing immediacy 
characterized their life in Christ. 
When the Christians in Galatia were 
in danger of giving up a disciple-
ship, which was gospel-fired and 
Spirit-infused, for a dreary, self-jus-
tifying moralism, Paul needed to 
put but one question to them. "Let 
me ask you only this: Did you 
receive the Spirit by works of the 
law or by hearing with faith?" 
(Galatians 3:2, RSV). 
Paul's reference to the Spirit 
called their attention to an aspect of 
their experience so vivid, so hori-
zon-filling, so unmistakable as to be 
undeniable. It's as though he had 
said, "That raging headache you 
have: Did you get it through too 
much coffee or through a blow to 
the head?" 
No one with a raging headache 
can pretend—or wants to p r e t e n d -
that he doesn't have a headache. No 
one possessed of the Spirit can pre-
tend—or wants to pretend—the 
absence of a throbbing reality 
which came into being by hearing 
the gospel with faith. 
Needless to say, it is the Holy 
Spirit's penetration of us now which 
quickens our hunger for the final, 
full flowering of God's work in us 
on the Great Day. The primary fruit 
of the Spirit is love. The Spirit-
birthed love which seeps out of us 
now longs for that day when love 
and nothing but love will pour out 
of us in self-forgetful self-giving. 
Because the same Spirit which 
floodlights Jesus Christ also flood-
lights our adoration of him, we find 
ourselves longing for that day when 
we are finally and fully "lost in 
wonder, love, and praise." Because 
the Spirit is so intimately associated 
with gifts for ministry, we eagerly 
anticipate the day when the church, 
that "royal priesthood," will serve 
God without self-consideration. 
The New Testament speaks of 
the Spirit as an "arrabon," a pledge. 
In modern Greek, "arrabon" is a 
woman's engagement ring. Delight-
ed as she is now, she knows that 
something better, something to be 
consummated, awaits her. 
The Christian, moved by God's 
Spirit now, knows that the Spirit is 
but the promise and pledge of 
something so grand as to leave 
God's people filled so as never 
more to hunger. "O magnify 
['floodlight'] the Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his name together" 
(Psalm 34:3, RSV). 
Victor Shepherd resides in Mississauga, 
Ontario, and is Professor of the Wesley 
Chair at Ontario Theological Seminary in 
Toronto. His most recent book, So Great a 
Cloud of Witnesses, was published in 1994. 
This article was first published by Light 
and Life. 
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continued from page 7 
serve society but, at the same time, 
refused their nation's call to arms. 
Being open to instruction 
Some people who are new to the 
Brethren in Christ find these ideas and 
forms of nonconformity difficult to 
understand because they are so differ-
ent from our pre-Christian ways of 
thinking. The Brethren in Christ 
Church doesn't demand that everyone 
be in agreement with its every doctrine 
in order to become a member. What 
the church asks (as stated in the Mem-
bership Covenant) is that prospective 
members "consent to instruction in 
Bible doctrine" as presented in Breth-
ren in Christ churches. We ask new 
members to listen to and then prayer-
fully consider what the Brethren in 
Christ have historically said—and now 
say—about faithful living in a com-
plex world. Only as we talk and listen 
to one another can we truly call our-
selves "brothers and sisters in Christ," 
and can we arrive at what biblical non-
conformity means for us today. 
Conclusion 
As we think about the many impli-
cations of nonconformity, it's plain to 
see that holiness entails a radical "set-
ting apart" from the things of this 
world. At times, this can seem rather 
overwhelming, for the world exerts 
powerful influence. But in the face of 
that influence, we still have reason to 
rejoice, for we worship a holy God 
who is not only "set apart" himself, but 
who, in Christ, dealt with our sin and 
set us apart. 
And the good news doesn't stop 
there, for the writer to the Hebrews 
states: "Both the one who makes men 
holy and those who are made holy are 
of the same family" (Hebrews 2:11). 
We are family, brothers and sisters of 
Christ, brothers and sisters in Christ. 
'C. Frederick Buechner, "What Will You 
Be?" The Princeton Seminary Bulletin, Nov. 
1984, p. 190. 
-Luke Keefer, Jr., Everything Necessary, 
(Nappanee, IN: Evangel Press, 1984), p. 57. 





There persists the subtle 
nonon that to minister 
with single adults is to 
abandon our historic com 
ro^Ment to marriage. Here 
are four reasons why I 
not f ^ t h e C h u r c h * * ignore single adults. 
by Harold Ivan Smith 
Any church that ignores single 
adults is signing its death warrant. 
That sounds like a rather strong and 
opinionated statement. Yet, what else 
can we say to those churches who 
treat single adult ministry as only a 
fad? 
Nearly 64 million single adults 
cannot and should not be ignored. 
Businessmen, educators, realtors, 
bankers, and brokers have not ignored 
this market. Why should the church? 
There persists the subtle notion 
that to minister with single adults is to 
abandon our historic commitment to 
marriage. Here are four reasons why I 
believe the church must not ignore 
single adults: 
1. The church that ignores single 
adults fails to underwrite tomor-
row's leadership. A business must 
carefully groom its junior partners. 
Thousands of professionals—skilled, 
talented, capable—are pew-warmers 
not because they are unwilling to 
serve, but because the church keeps 
them at bay with the attitude that one 
of these days they will (a) "grow up" 
or (b) "settle down and get married." 
This attitude keeps the church from 
tapping into an army of talented, cre-
ative people able and willing to serve. 
Single adults are an investment in a 
healthy church for tomorrow. 
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2. A church that ignores single 
adults fails to appreciate the pat-
tern demonstrated by the early 
church in Acts 6. After a painful 
conf ron ta t ion with widows, the 
church responded, rather than reacted, 
to those without a mate and what they 
feared would not happen, happened. 
A revival broke out in Jerusalem with 
rather outstanding events—priests 
became converted and the church 
multiplied. God honors obedience. 
3. A church that ignores single 
adults fails to follow Jesus' exam-
ple. His dying words to the apostle 
John in John 19:27 were, "Here is 
your mother." The words of a man 
delirious with pain? No—a man com-
mitted to God's priorities. If Jesus 
took time from his agenda of dying to 
remember the needs of a widow, and 
to care for her, how much more 
should his church follow that example 
of caring for those without a mate? 
4. A church that ignores single 
adults is a slave to the past rather 
than a previewer of the future. 
Much of the current hullabaloo over 
the "family crisis" is similar to the 
complaints of the Israelites after they 
had come out of Egypt—a pining for 
days of old. There is a sense in which 
the church is in exile from the nice 
nuclear family we so fondly imagine. 
The church must painfully aban-
don some of its most cherished myths 
and cultural notions concerning the 
family in order to embrace the reali-
ties of twenty-first century living. I 
believe singleness to be the perma-
nent direction of the North American 
population, not because of some post-
Vietnam or post-Watergate conse-
quences, but because the drift of 
North American culture for more than 
200 years has clearly been in this 
direction. 
We need to tackle the opportunity 
without hesitation or apology. We 
need to see the opportunity rather 
than the problem. We need to sense 
the urging of God to channel this 
great mass of people into Kingdom-
building. 
Any church that fails to minister 
with single adults has missed an invi-
tation to be God's leaven on earth and 
therefore has signed its death warrant 
as a thriving, growing community of 
believers in the years to come. 
Harold Ivan Smith is founder of Tear 
Catchers Ministry in Kansas City, Missouri. 





U v e s e t i 
by John Westfall 
I am a person with an incredibly 
short memory and an immense abili-
ty to lose sight of what is most impor-
tant. I have found that without clear-
ly defined goals, I am prone to spend 
my time either "blowing on embers" 
trying to start a fire under someone or 
some group, or "putting out fires" in 
reaction to the pressures and prob-
lems that continually clamor for 
attention. 
Rewards for goal setting 
Let me share four reasons why I've 
found goal setting to be so vital. 
1. Determining goals provides 
freedom from near-sightedness. We 
can focus on the long-range perspec-
tive and release ourselves from the 
"tyranny of the urgent." 
2. Goals provide a focus of agree-
ment that unites those with differing 
perspectives and priorities for min-
istry. We can acknowledge our unity 
of purpose, though we may some-
times disagree on how best to accom-
plish it. 
3. Goals become a measuring 
stick to determine our effectiveness 
in ministry. When our goals are clear, 
it is possible to see whether or not 
our ministry is doing what we in faith 
have set out to accomplish. 
4. Establishing goals can be a 
tremendous group-building experi-
ence. When single adults are allowed 
and encouraged to set their own goals 
for ministry, ownership and account-
ability are established from the begin-
ning. As leaders we are no longer try-
ing to sell something to our people, 
rather we and our people are partners 
in ministry working together in serv-
ing Christ. 
Goal-setting questions 
I 've personally found it best to 
begin by considering the Lord's direc-
tion for my own life and that of my 
group. I use these questions (or others 
like them) to begin exploring where 
God is leading me. 
• What does God want to accom-
plish in me? 
• What does God want to have 
happen in us as a group of single 
adults? 
• What difference would God like 
to make in our church, city, and world 
through our ministry? 
These questions help us move be-
yond our own personal agendas and 
begin to focus on God's priorities for 
his work. 
Stating your goals 
At our church we have one prima-
ry goal statement followed by three 
subgoals. Our goal is not to build a 
strong single adult ministry; rather, 
we are striving to build strong single 
adults who are ministers. Our empha-
sis on the upbuilding, encouraging, 
and equipping of people in ministry is 
a reflection of our church's under-
standing that our final product is peo-
ple, not programs. 
1. We are called to be an open 
door. The classes, workshops, activi-
ties, and small groups in the singles 
ministry are intentionally designed to 
draw in those outside the immediate 
group. We are becoming an open door 
through which people enter into the 
fellowship of a Christian community 
and a personal relationship with Jesus. 
We realize that people come to 
groups for differing reasons. Some 
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are lonely and seek friendship, others 
want to grow in their understanding 
of God's Word, and others still are 
seeking someone to love and hope to 
find a life partner. By being an open 
door, we embrace people at their 
point of need and proclaim that there 
is indeed a place for them to enter 
and belong. 
2. It is our goal to be a sliding 
door. Singles ministry can become a 
passageway to growth. Just as slid-
ing doors allow us to move from one 
room to another, we provide opportu-
nity and encouragement for people to 
move along in their Christian growth 
as their needs and circumstances 
change. 
Perhaps the notoriously high turn-
over of singles in our ministries is not 
because singles are flaky or uncom-
mitted, but rather because our range 
of programs is too limited to handle 
all their needs. 
3. Our goal is to be a revolving 
door. Recognizing that ministry with 
singles is only a small part of the 
church's life, we encourage singles to 
move out of singles ministry into new 
areas of service and investment. 
We have become a commissioning 
center from which singles are moving 
into significant involvement and 
investment in the church, the city, and 
the world. Believing that every Chris-
tian is a minister, we are releasing 
people to discover or create new min-
istries. 
John Westfall is Pastor of Adult Ministries 
at University Presbyterian Church in Seattle, 
Washington. Article courtesy of Cook Com-
munications Ministries. 
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New denominational groups meet 
"It is a new day" 
by R. Donald Shafer 
One of the gifts of our creative 
God is new mercies every day (Lam-
entat ions 3:22-23, Psa lm 143:8). 
Since General Conference of 1994, 
two new groups have begun func-
tioning in our General Conference 
ministry: the Leadership Council and 
the General Conference Board. 
Leadership Council 
The Leadership Council began 
forming immediately following Gen-
eral Conference. The two General 
Church Leaders, five Bishops, and 
three Executive Directors (Media 
Ministries, Stewardship, and World 
Missions) met in orientation and cen-
tered on working as a team of leaders. 
This is the first time in the history of 
our church family that all our church 
leaders gather at one table to pray and 
plan for serving our congregations. 
It is a challenging and growing 
experience for each and all. Perhaps 
Renewal '95 
Pastors and Spouses Retreat 
Date: July 10-14, 1995 
Place: Mess iah Col lege C a m p u s 
W h o : All pastors and spouses are invited and any 
ministry staff who are half-t ime or more 
Program: 
• Resource pe rsons—Dav id and Karen Mains 
• Worsh ip t imes led by var ious pastors and music ians 
• "Monday Night Live" by J im Gambin i and Dwight 
T h o m a s 
• Nine workshops including such tit les as: 
• "Drama in Worsh ip" 
• "Compara t ive Styles of Pastoral Leadership" 
• "On Guard—Spi r i tua l Enemy!" 
• Free t ime with a var iety of opt ions 
A brochure and program were mailed Jan. 16. 
Per Person Costs: 
$165 for ten (10) meals and an air-condi t ioned room 
for four nights (paid by local church) 
$20 registrat ion (paid by each attendant) 
There will be mileage subsidy for those living over 200 miles away and 
lowest air fare for those over 600 miles away. 
Join us for this great event! 
the most helpful issue was seeking 
and discerning our common vision: 
"250 Growing, Discipling and Send-
ing Congregations by AD 2000." (See 
the sidebar on page 13 for an expan-
sion of this vision statement.) 
The Leadership Council continues 
to work on goals, plans, and imple-
mentation to fulfill that mission as we 
serve our congregations. Pastors and 
others have called for a sense of spe-
cific direction that includes our pur-
pose to be witnesses in our genera-
tion. We believe this will be an en-
abling vision as we move into the 
next century. 
The Leadership Council also gives 
time and energy to other significant 
issues such as personnel assignments; 
credentialing of ministers; preparing 
leaders; evaluations; the ministries of 
brotherhood concerns, congregation-
al life, evangelism, and church plant-
ing; budget and finance; stewardship 
initiatives; work assigned by the Gen-
eral Conference of 1994; renewal; 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; s t r a t eg i z ing fo r 
church planting; discipleship; world 
missions; and coordinating our work. 
The Leadership Council will report 
to the 1995 Regional Conference 
meetings. 
Yours free from: 
O Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151; lax (717) 859-2171 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261 -6381; fax (204) 269-9875 








Lists free-loan audiovisuals 
and printed materials about the mission 
of MCC, the environment, lifestyle, 
peace and justice issues, hunger and 
other topics. Includes a children's 
section. 
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General Conference Board 
Another new event was the first 
meeting of the General Conference 
Board (formerly the Board of Admin-
istration) on January 13-14, 1995. 
This group now focuses more on pol-
icy and overall direction rather than 
on administrative detail. This was the 
first time this group had a non-clergy 
chair with the Leadership Council as 
its administrative resource. 
The General Conference Board 
affirmed the vision statement and 
broad outline noted earlier. The board 
approved the 1995 budget and pro-
jections for 1996 and 1997. There 
was action to affirm the sale of Tim-
ber Bay Children's Home, which is 
no longer a ministry or institution of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. The 
General Conference Board also asked 
Morris Sider to accept another term as 
Archivist for the denomination. The 
General Conference Board reviewed 
the work of the Leadership Council 
and shared wisdom on the progress 
of our work. 
The task force named by General 
Conference to work on the number 
of resident leaders in the eight region-
al conferences reported the results of 
its first meeting to the General Con-
ference Board. The task force on 
renewal (General Conference Min-
utes 1994, pp. 159-160) plans to meet 
early May. In addition, the General 
Conference Board worked on other 
issues referred to it by General Con-
ference such as baptism. More detail 
will be available as task forces do 
their work and the Leadership Coun-
cil refines materials for the General 
Conference Board to present to the 
1996 General Conference. 
Both the Leadership Council and 
the General Conference Board appre-
ciate your prayers and any sugges-
tions you may wish to share. This can 
be sent through any of the members 
of the Leadership Council or the Gen-
eral Conference Board. For your 
information, the officers of the Gen-
eral Conference Board are: Harold 
Albrecht, Chair; Mark Garis, Assis-
tant Chair; and Allen Carr, Treasurer. 
The Moderator, Harvey Sider, chairs 
the Leadership Council and the Gen-
eral Secretary, Don Shafer, serves as 
Secretary for both groups. Each 
regional conference and general con-
ference board has a member on the 
General Conference Board. This new 
configuration has had a good begin-
ning in the 1994-1996 biennium. In 
many ways, it is a new day. • 
Vision of the Brethren in Christ Church 
"250 growing, discipling, and sending congregations by AD 2000" 
1. 250 congregations—The beginning of our vision 
indicates our hope and plan of adding new congregations 
in North America. We now have 226 churches. Our 
regional conferences are projecting at least 24 new con-
gregations over the next five years. To accomplish this 
will stretch us. We will need to prioritize and mobilize 
our personnel and financial resources for concerted 
endeavors in church planting to add this number of con-
gregations by the year 2000. 
2. Growing—We envision every congregation adding 
people by conversion. Our vision must project plans for 
each congregation to win persons to saving faith in 
Christ and to bring them into membership. This means 
that we will need to focus on equipping our congrega-
tions for growth. Church leaders and pastors will help 
each congregation embrace a vision for evangelism and 
outreach. Healthy churches exalt Christ by growing in 
worship, obedience, witness and nurture. 
3. Discipling—This dimension reminds us that our 
vision will continue to uphold and communicate the bib-
lical values that have set us apart as a unique communi-
ty of believers. In an age of selfishness, materialism, 
loneliness and violence, we are called: 
• to proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
• to live a holy, Spirit-filled life, 
• to provide loving, caring and healing communities, 
• to model reconciliation and peacemaking. 
• to live simply and freely as Christ's disciples, 
• to give generously and live compassionately, and 
• to respond obediently to the Great Commission. 
Our commitment to these values will mold our per-
sonal lifestyles, bond us in community, and motivate us 
to serve in ways that effect transformations in the lives 
of others. 
4. Sending—Emerging from our concern for evan-
gelism and discipleship is the desire to have congrega-
tions with an outward focus on mission. This calls for 
congregations to have a vision for sending finances and 
workers to neighbors next door and neighbors in the 
wider world. This means we need to initiate more cross-
cultural ministries in North America, as well as strength-
en and accelerate our mission program overseas. Our 
history of sending believers from our congregations to 
places of witness and service throughout the world must 
continue to be part of our vision. 
5. AD 2000—As we approach the year 2000, many 
groups within the worldwide body of Christ are active-
ly developing evangelism plans in a renewed commit-
ment to the task of world evangelization. The Brethren 
in Christ in North America joins in this concerted effort 
for global evangelization. 
All of this we do to build the body of Christ for the 
glory of God. 
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A pastor talks about giving to missions 
"I must confess that we 
have had an ongoing 
giving 
by Matt Lewis 
I have pastored New Vision Breth-ren in Christ Church since its 
inception approximately two years 
ago. Although it has been a real joy, 
I must confess that we have had an 
ongoing giving problem. Every time 
we receive a special offering for a 
particular missions project, we take 
in more money than we ask for. 
Last year, a couple from our 
church served on one of the Breth-
ren in Christ work teams to Hon-
duras. They agreed to fill one suit-
case with Spanish language Bibles 
and personally carry them to Hon-
duras if individuals from the congre-
gation would purchase them. The 
congregation gave so generously 
that when the suitcase had been 
stuffed beyond its weight limitation 
and nothing more could be crammed 
in, enough money was left to buy 25 
more Bibles. 
Only one month later, our congre-
gation accepted responsibility for 
several items in the 1994 Partner-
ship Handbook. Our goal was to 
raise enough money above our regu-
larly budgeted Cooperative Min-
istries giving to construct a church 
building, support an evangelistic 
team, and help with transportation 
for a new church planting in Nepal. 
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Every time we receive 
a special offering 
for a particular 
missions project, 








ever took a 
specific offering 
for these projects, 
we received $500 
more than was needed 
to fund them. Since sev-
eral members felt robbed 
of the privilege of giving to 
these projects, we decided to 
do the exact same thing for a 
second church in Nepal. 
In addition to this, our congrega-
tion continued to give above the 
amount required to meet the budget. 
Along with the special projects, we 
surpassed our annual pledged 
amount to Cooperative Ministries, 
and put aside almost $4,000 to help 
our first daughter church. 
I am convinced that God honored 
our efforts because we attempted to 
follow biblical principles in giving. 
First of all, every Sunday we state 
from the pulpit that visitors are 
guests and should feel no obligation 
to give. We regard our weekly offer-
ing as an act of worship for those 
who regularly fellowship at New 
Vision. Giving is a divinely ordained 
mode of worship and we treat it as 
such. The truth is that God did not 
ordain giving because he needs 
money, but because we need to give. 
Second, we teach that God has 
called every believer to a generous 
lifestyle. A member of our congre-
gation once said, "A simple lifestyle 
is not a biblical goal but a generous 
lifestyle is the biblical goal. The 
simple lifestyle is only a means to 
live the generous lifestyle." This 
concept has been formative as we 
battle to escape the materialism of 
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our day. We no longer debate 
whether life is simplified by buying 
or not buying a microwave oven, 
but we strive to be generous. Jesus 
often spoke of money as though it 
were a god that must not be served. 
The simplest way to defame this god 
is to give money away. The gener-
ous lifestyle deflates the power of 
money. 
Third, we teach that tithing to the 
local church is the beginning place 
of giving for every follower of 
Jesus. Offerings above our tithe are 
a privilege given to all of us who 
had been so financially blessed in 
North America. 
God has ordained tithing, not car 
washes or bake sales, as the means 
to sustain his church. Every believer 
is responsible before God to partici-
pate. The truth is that every cent we 
have belongs to God, and all of it is 
to be at God's disposal. I sometimes 
think that God commanded tithing 
for the same reason he allowed 
divorce under the Mosaic law; 
because our hearts are so hard. 
Without this, we would find excuses 
to give God nothing except a con-
science-easing pittance. 
Allow me to give a disclaimer 
here. Not everyone in my congrega-
tion tithes to New Vision. In addi-
tion, I confess that I find it difficult 
to teach the truth about giving to 
those in my church. I fear that some 
will think that I teach tithing for per-
sonal profit and gain. Nevertheless, 
I would be a hireling and not a shep-
herd if I let personal discomfort dic-
tate what I teach or do not teach. 
Only the Bible and the Holy Spirit 
may do that. When I do teach tithing 
and offerings as basic Christian 
responsibilities, I try to make the 
teaching clear, biblical, and defini-
tive. 
Fourth, we try to provide a vari-
ety of giving opportunities through 
the local congregation. To date, we 
have instituted a church planting 
fund, special fund, Honduran Bible 
fund, Nepal sister church fund, 
facilities fund, and two special 
benevolence funds. We do not 
receive special offerings for these, 
but people are aware of them and 
have designated gifts to them. 
Those who have learned biblical 
Christian stewardship have learned 
the joy of a generous lifestyle. Con-
sequently, the goal is not to compete 
with other ministries, but rather to 
teach biblical Christian stewardship 
and provide a variety of giving 
opportunities available through the 
local church. The Brethren in Christ 
Church is not competing with other 
ministries for money. Rather, all 
Christian ministries compete with 
luxury, comfort, and entertainment 
for money. 
Finally, we acknowledge the gift 
of giving in our congregation. 
Romans 12 lists giving along with 
prophesying, leading, serving, 
teaching, and others as different 
gifts in the body of Christ. 
One reason why our culture says 
that giving is a very personal thing 
is that those who do not give do not 
want it to be known. The Bible 
doesn't teach this kind of secrecy. It 
is true that ostentatious giving is 
condemned, just as ostentatious 
leading or serving is condemned. 
But Jesus had absolutely no difficul-
ty pointing out a widow who gave 
all she had as a model of giving. 
The church needs to recognize those 
who have a divine gift for giving, 
just as we recognize those who 
teach or serve. Therefore, we need 
to lift this gift up just as we do the 
others. A pocketbook submitted to 
the Lordship of Jesus brings joy to 
everyone. God is pleased, the 
church is encouraged, the recipient 
is ministered to, and the giver is 
freed. 
New Vision Brethren in Christ 
church is excited to be involved in 
the building of God's kingdom 
worldwide through our giving. Pray 
for us as we strive to stretch our 
vision and love one another through 
giving. 
Matthew A. Lewis pastors the New 
Vision Fellowship, a Brethren in Christ 
church planting in Waukesha, Wisconsin. 
The article was written at the request of the 
Brethren in Christ Board for World Mis-
sions. 
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EVANGELISM PRIORITY PROJECT-1995 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
THE PROJECT 
The goal is to provide $700,000 to construct a worship, evange-
lism and training center for the fast-growing Hispanic congregations 
in Miami. 
The Miami congregations have purchased the land on which 
this facility will be constructed. 
THE PLAN 
The goal is for each North American congregation and each 
individual to give a sacrificial offering during the month of March 
1995. 
All offerings should be completed by May 1, 1995. 
THE PROMISE 
We praise God for the growth of these Miami Hispanic congre-
gations. Beginning in 1987, with approximately 20 people, there are 
now 12 congregations with over 1,000 believers and a membership 
of over 600. 
Please plan to make your offering through your 
local congregation as a great celebration of love for 
our Hispanic neighbors in Miami in 1995. 
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od at work in our world 
This is furlough? 
Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
In the five months and ten days of 
our furlough, we visited 42 churches, 
spoke 77 times and attended 9 con-
ferences or retreats. Merly tells me 
that of our 162 days in North Ameri-
ca, we ate in someone's home at least 
129 of those days. We enjoyed those 
visits, which included all the mem-
bers of our immediate families, four 
family reunions, high school friends, 
college friends, many pastors, mis-
sions staff and about 40 other foreign 
missionaries. It included time spent 
in Pennsylvania, Florida, Virginia, 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Michi-
gan, Ontario—as well as approxi-
mately 12,000 miles of travel, not 
including four "airplane trips," as 
Cristina likes to call them. There is a 
good chance that we talked with or to 
one-third of the denomination! What 
a great time! Thank you all for being 
so kind and helping in so many ways. 
God bless you all. 
Many of you were praying that I 
would get my doctrinal questionnaire 
[work toward pastoral credentialing] 
finished. In fact, I had to have it done 
before returning to Spain. I finally got 
it finished, handing it in one week 
before our return. I praise the Lord 
that that is one more thing behind me. 
Since returning to Madrid, we have 
been in the two churches which we 
helped Lin and Nancy Berry to plant. 
They have cont inued to grow. I 
understand that the Madrid congre-
gation experienced an attendance of 
100 persons one Sunday while we 
were gone. On that same day 60 
a t t ended church at Parla in the 
evening. That means there are at least 
45 people whom we don't know. We 
thank the Lord that he has continued 
to bless this work. Four people have 
committed themselves to come with 
us in our endeavor of planting the first 
Brethren in Christ Church in Spain. 
The birth of 
a church 
Gary Andricks—Mangochi, Malawi 
We are happy to have the opportu-
nity to share with you a little of what 
God is doing here. It has been an 
encouraging year for us as we have 
seen the Holy Spirit working in our 
own lives and in the lives of the Yao 
people who live in and around 
Mphalume village. What a special 
privilege and blessing it has been to 
be a part of the birth of a new church 
and to see it begin to grow. 
From the time Chief Mphalume 
gave us the land for the church in 
December of 1993 until now, we have 
witnessed many changes in the lives 
of the people who have come to the 
various church activities. Though 
many of them have not publicly given 
their lives over to Jesus, they are 
faithful in coming to learn and to seek 
God. We are encouraged! 
The at tendance Sunday morn-
ings—as well as for other church 
activities—-is much more consistent 
than before. Of course, there are a 
number of people who come regular-
ly to Bible studies but feel too threat-
ened to attend Sunday worship ser-
vices. One is the son of a local sheikh. 
We remain patient and believe that 
the Holy Spirit will continue work-
ing in their hearts. Pray for them. By 
the way, the son of another sheikh has 
visited our church on a number of 
occasions. His father is the one who 
tried to stop the showing of the Jesus 
film last year. Praise the Lord! 
Several months ago Mel started a 
children's Sunday school class and a 
women's group. On the average, 20-
25 children are coming to Sunday 
school and 15-20 women meet regu-
larly. In fact, the women are begging 
to meet twice a week! Several months 
ago the women attended a one-day 
retreat with women from three other 
Yao congregations in the area. It was 
a great success! 
We are happy to have Willie Beat-
on working together with us. He def-
initely wears many hats. He recently 
attended a training course with other 
Brethren in Christ pastors in Blan-
tyre, taught by church leader Ephraim 
Disi. He came home very encour-
aged. He is looking forward to begin-
ning school later this year at Likhubu-
la Bible College. We will miss him. 
Church on 
the move 
Howard and Rebecca Garver—from 
Caracas, Venezuela 
Moving in circles...moving on... 
moving out! The Brethren in Christ 
Church of Venezuela is definitely 
showing signs of new life. Two recent 
events involving all of the congrega-
tions (four established churches plus 
one forming in Caucagua) give you a 
glimpse of some of the exciting things 
which are happening. 
The church was moving in circles 
in September when we met together 
for a day-long workshop on small 
groups: Celulas Dan Vida al Cuerpo 
(Cells Give Life to the Body). It was 
an excellent time of sharing and 
learning together. Also significant 
was the fact that representatives from 
the five Brethren in Christ congrega-
tions plus some from four other de-
nominations were present. 
Then in October's General Con-
ference, some exciting goals and 
propositions were passed. There are 
plans to move on by planting 16 more 
congregations (for a total of 20) by 
the year 2000! A plan to prepare 
national leaders for this work was 
approved as well. This goal will 
require much prayer and support from 
all of us. The other proposition was to 
move out by purchasing land outside 
the city to be developed into a camp-
ing/conference facility. Conference 
was a day in which we looked toward 
the future and took a united step for-
ward. • 
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The steadfast love 
of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never 
come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 
—Lamentations 3:22; 
KAnnm 
Haiti, MCC bean distribution 
Mennonite Central Committee's (MCC) partners are "in 
touch with a dream that makes them visionaries of a 
new future," wrote theologian Henri J. R. Nouwen in 
"A Dry Roof and a Cow," the book MCC published in 
1994 to launch the celebration of its 75th anniversary. 
MCC's workers drew inspiration and energy from these 
visionaries. 
MCC highlights were: 
Rwandan refugees... 
Mennonites in North America, Japan, Zaire and Europe 
mobilized generous support—food, blankets, clothing and 
cash—for the thousands of Rwandan refugees who fled 
that country's civil war. "This extraordinary situation 
required an extraordinary response; MCC material 
resource shipments were the largest since World War II," 
noted Executive Secretary John A. Lapp. 
"Thank you from the depths of our hearts" for this 
assistance, Rwandan refugees and Zairian church leaders 
told Lapp when he visited in October. They appreciated 
the "character of the disciples" the Mennonites sent. A 
six-person team—three North Americans, three 
Zairians— went to Bukavu, Zaire, to dig latrines, set up 
accounting systems, hold workshops on peace and other 
tasks assigned by the Evangelical Church of Zaire refugee 
resettlement committee. 
In Tanzania four MCC workers counseled traumatized 
Rwandan refugees and helped church leaders initiate 
mediation processes. Says Dr. A. Richard Weaver, of 
Ephrata, Pa., an MCC-sent counselor, "Whether people 
are victims or killers, in God's sight they all suffer 
spiritually and need healing." 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire 
warring, fractured nations... 
The three-year war in former Yugoslavia depleted 
people's spiritual, emotional, physical and material 
reserves. At year-end a Croatian partner alerted MCC 
that its warehouse was empty. "Anxiety about starvation 
in some Bosnian towns was increasing as winter 
approached," noted Europe Secretary Hansulrich Gerber. 
MCC released funds to purchase 30 metric tons of wheat. 
Haiti... 
Haiti was in and out of the news in 1994. Some MCC 
workers left Haiti due to political unrest and then 
returned when the return of President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, the presence of U.S. troops and the lifting of 
international sanctions brought order to Haiti's hills and 
streets. By year-end it was not clear whether military 
intervention would bring long-term peace and stability to 
Haiti. While resolving to "rejoice in the Lord" as 
Habakkuk resolved, an MCC health worker there also 
echoed the prophet's questions of God: "Why do you 
make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong?" 
and Laos. 
1994 was the year MCC, with a British humanitarian 
agency, initiated a million dollar project to train Laotians 
to clear hundreds of thousands of unexploded Vietnam 
War-era bombs from the fields of Xieng Khouang 
province. 
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MCC seeks to demonstrate God's love through 
committed women and men who work among 
people suffering from poverty, conflict, 
oppression and natural disaster. 
MCC serves as a channel for interchange between 
churches and community groups where we 
work around the world and the North American 
churches who send us, so that all may grow 
and be transformed. 
Davis Inlet, Labrador 
1994 highlights for MCC U.S. were: 
focus on reconciliation, healing 
MCC strives for peace, justice and dignity of all 
people by sharing our experiences, resources 
and faith in Jesus Christ. 
• • • MCC mission statement 
1994 highlights for MCC Canada were: 
work with Native Canadians 
In 1994 Davis Inlet, Labrador, become synonymous with 
despair after a group of young people attempted suicide. 
But at year-end the first permanent restaurant in the 
community was serving self-esteem along with burgers, 
fries and caribou stew. Mark and Sonia Bromley, MCC 
economic development advisors among Labrador's Innu, 
said, "The restaurant—the first and only Innu-owned 
business in Davis Inlet—is a bit of good news from a 
community noted for trouble and tragedy over the past 
months." 
praise for recycling 
In 1994 a national recycling organization praised the 
MCC-supported Edmonton Recycling Society (ERS), as a 
"model for Canada" because of its aggressive marketing 
of recycled material. The 70 ERS employees, a quarter of 
whom are physically or mentally disabled or have been 
hard to employ, sort 52 tons of recyclable material daily. 
1994 marked the 10th year in which Mennonite 
Conciliation Service offered its summer Mediation 
Training Institute, a week of hands-on learning that 
attracts participants from all over North America and 
even other countries. To date nearly 300 people have 
taken this course in practical peacemaking. 
"Enter the River," written by Jody Miller Shearer, staff 
associate for racism awareness, appeared in bookstores. 
Miller Shearer also authored a junior high Bible study 
curriculum on living without violence and, with others, 
developed a poster and brochure on racism. The popular 
Summer Service program expanded to provide work and 
leadership development opportunities to 67 youth of 
diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds. 
health care 
The MCC U.S. board came out in favor of universal 
health care coverage, a message the U.S. Washington 
Office staff carried to legislators. Some termed the 1994 
attempt at national health care reform "the most 
important legislative effort since the civil rights act of the 
'60s," said staffperson Karl Shelly. MCC U.S. and 
Mennonite Mutual Aid had ongoing conversations about 
health care reform initiatives throughout 1994. 
• • • Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker 
MCC Communications 
On the cover: "Moma" 
Alphonsine plays with one 
of the 146 Rwandan 
refugee children at Center 
of Hope, a home for 
children separated from 
their parents during 
Rwanda's civil war and a 
chaotic flight to Zaire. 3 MCC Contact/February 1995 1994 ANNUAL REPORT 
learn 
partners 
In 1994 Mennonite Central Committee worked with 
women's groups, farmers' cooperatives, church councils, 
grassroots advocacy groups, Asia Mennonite Conference, 
African Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Fellowship, 
China's Sichuan Education Commission, Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, Habitat for Humanity, L'Arche, Choice 
Books and Church and Peace in Europe, to name a few 
partners. 
The grace of receiving 
Partners, even in settings of 
poverty, teach us the grace of 
receiving. With profound 
simplicity, Elena Diaz, a 
grandmother in Bangladesh 
featured in MCC's 75th 
anniversary book "A Dry Roof 
and a Cow" says: "I don't 
really have any desires. I 
would like to go to the Lord. I 
would like a dry shelter." 
Desiring nothing means 
whatever comes is accepted 
as a gift. But this lack of 
selfish desires does not mean 
passivity. Elena's furrowed 
brow and weatherbeaten 
hands signal her hard work. 
Her bright eyes and jutting 
lower lip indicate energy and 
determination. Material goods 
we take for granted are for 
her precious gifts. 
Elena Diaz 
MCC also worked with dozens of denominations: 
Protestant, Baptist, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and 
various Orthodox churches. A list of congregations MCC 
workers served and worshiped with would number in the 
hundreds. 
Yet each of these workers experienced the paradox of 
service: one gives not to receive, but when one gives, one 
receives life's truly valuable gifts and lessons. 
The joy of service 
Tamar, from Chad, underscored for MCC worker Cathy 
Hodder the joy of service. Tamar and Cathy spent 
Thursdays scouring the 16-room pediatric ward of one of 
the main hospitals in N'Djamena. "Tamar, who had nine 
children to feed and who did not know where their next 
meal was coming from, insisted on not being paid for two 
of the 16 days of work," Cathy relates. "Tamar said she 
wanted to experience, as I do, the joy of serving others as 
a volunteer." 
Patience 
Anthony Scola, who served in Sudan, learned from the 
Sudanese how to accept life's difficulties gracefully. The 
ordinary citizen there, he explained, lives with an 
economy in shambles, cuts in water and electricity, few 
medical services and constant illnesses. Yet Sudanese 
manage to be "the most generous, friendly, hospitable 
people you will ever meet," Scola says. "I don't see the 
point of undergoing pain for its own sake, but I certainly 
now see the wisdom of allowing life to happen, of 
accepting pain as part of life, while doing what we can to 
try to improve conditions." 
Hospitality 
Sanctuaries and church yards in eastern Zaire overflowed 
with so many Rwandan refugees that church services had 
to be canceled. "Would we allow people to erect tents, 
light fires and dig latrines on our church lawns in North 
America?" asked volunteer David Klassen. 
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Courageous compassion 
In the United States, Barbara Martin 
directed SURVIVE, a support group in 
New Orleans that MCC helped start for 
families who have lost a spouse, parent, 
son or daughter to homicide. MCC 
workers were moved by the compassion 
and faith with which Barbara and 
SURVIVE members daily confronted the 
unyielding misery and horror 
produced by homicide. 
Pas tor M o r a l e s St . H i la i re 
Serving and befriending 
"Ha i t i ans c o m e h e r e a n d 
c a n n o t s p e a k Engl ish. T h e y 
c a n n o t read or w r i t e . I don ' t 
s e e any f u t u r e for t h e i r 
ch i ld ren . M y b iggest d r e a m is 
to s e e Ha i t ian k ids have a 
good e d u c a t i o n . Th is w a y , 
t h e y can he lp o thers , " n o t e d 
Pastor M o r a l e s St . Hi la i re , 
w h o for m a n y y e a r s has 
b e f r i e n d e d M C C w o r k e r s w h o 
live a n d w o r k a m o n g Ha i t i ans 
in Bel le G l a d e , Fla. 
B a r b a r a M a r t i n 
Skills in empowering poor people 
Lessons learned from partners overseas can be applied to 
job creation efforts in North America. Two projects in 
Canada—SEED Winnipeg and the Alberta Self-
Employment Support Project in Calgary—give loans to 
low-income people who want to start their own 
businesses; the projects are modeled after a successful 
lending program in Bangladesh. "The popular belief is 
that people in the developing world need to learn from 
us," says Gary Loewen of SEED Winnipeg. "The truth is 
we can learn from them." In 1994, its first year, SEED 
helped start, stabilize or expand 16 businesses including a 
Latin American grocery, self-employed courier, Native 
artist and clothing designer. 
Sacrificial giving 
MCC worker Leo Martin of Hagerstown, Md., was 
inspired by Bill. For seven years Bill has contributed to 
MCC each month, gradually increasing his gift until it 
reached $298 per month. In those seven years he missed 
only one month. He wrote that month: "My wife passed 
away and I need to pay for her funeral expenses." 
Don and Ruth Roth of Morton, 111., may identify 
themselves as a farm family, but they could also be called 
full-time MCC volunteers. Winter and spring they 
coordinated the Peoria Mennonite Relief Sale; in summer 
they helped with the House Against Hunger in Hopedale, 
111., and helped distribute peaches, an MCC fund-raising 
activity; in the fall they harvested grain and contributed to 
an MCC food drive. 
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In communities around the world, MCC workers are 
inspired by partners who are finding creative ways to 
encourage peacemaking and reconciliation in the lives of 
individuals and their families and communities. Together 
they nurture the gospel vision of reconciled people in a 
reconciled world. 
• • • L y n e t t e M e e k 
M C C U.S. Execu t ive S e c r e t a r y 
• • • Ray B r u b a c h e r 
M C C O v e r s e a s S e c r e t a r y 
MCC canned meat, Moscow 
More than a 
Tamara Zuk uses MCC soap, Belgrade 
"After getting to know one Bosnian refugee family in 
particular, it became clear to me that the MCC soap they 
had received represented far more than cleaning power. 
For them and for other refugees, such gifts represent a link 
to individuals who care about them. A simple bar of soap 
becomes a symbol of care and concern," wrote MCC 
writer Emily Will in November. 
"Dear brothers and sisters of MCC," began a letter from 
a staff person of a Christian refugee assistance group in 
Belgrade, Serbia, "we want to thank you for the beef and 
blankets. The newest groups of refugees have until now 
been closed and depressed. When I told them how the 
beef is canned and of the love and concern that go along 
with the meat, for the first time they showed some 
response and started to open up more with us. It seems a 
spiritual blessing has been put in with the meat and 
preserved until opened here!" 
., sv! 
A sign others have not forgotten 
Many people who shared sweaters, blankets and cash in 
1994 "confessed that they were overwhelmed by the 
number of Rwandan refugees who needed food and 
clothing," noted MCC Canada Executive Director John 
Dyck. "Like the disciples who told Jesus—'all we have is 
five loaves and two fishes' Matt. 13:21—they felt that 
whatever they gave was inadequate to meet the needs of 
refugees in eastern Zaire and people in other places." 
In 1994 volunteers donated 29,000 person-days 
to make blankets as part of MCC's service to people in 
need. "God's spirit led thousands of people to express 
their Christian compassion in this way—together making 
a big difference," observed John Dyck. 
The recipients of MCC-sent resources saw the blankets, 
school kits and food, though, as more than a warmer 
night or an easier time doing homework or meat to eat 
with their potatoes. 
John and Arlene Hess, Lancaster, Pa., have made about two 
tons of soap each year for 20 years for MCC to share with 
others. 
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Growing carrots 
immunizing 
Plots of collards and carrots 
The Lord's Prayer reminds us God does not want people 
to be hungry. So it is no surprise that feeding hungry 
people has been integral of MCC's ministry since 1920, 
initially by shipping and distributing foodstuffs and more 
recently by also sending agriculturists to rural 
communities. In 1994, 39 agriculturists served in 15 
countries. 
Agriculturist Ed Good worked with Angolan farmers in a 
refugee settlement in Botswana. These 23 farmers have 
hand-tilled a half acre each for the past five years, 
growing collards, tomatoes, sweet potatoes, carrots, 
onions and beans to eat and to sell. "I pray the time I 
spent with them will not only help them care for 
themselves physically, but that also they will be more 
aware of God's love for humanity," wrote Ed. 
Residents of Kinshasa, Zaire, home to more than 4 
million people, turned vacant lots and roadsides into 
gardens where they grew leaf amaranth and other food. 
MCC workers organized seminars on cultivation practices 
and helped buy seeds and tools at affordable prices. 
Bandages and booster shots 
MCC's commitment to health care is founded on Jesus' 
example of healing both physical and spiritual pain. 
Today MCC's 47 health care workers—nurses, doctors, 
water technicians, nutritionists, sanitation engineers— 
strive to prevent and cure illnesses, often in communities 
where health care is least accessible. 
In remote Irian Jaya, Indonesia, MCC workers helped 
villages set up mini-medical stations where children can 
come to wash and bandage cuts, scrapes and small 
wounds. Villagers contribute a few coins or vegetables in 
exchange for these first-aid supplies. When MCC workers 
first went to some villages, nearly every child had fly-
covered, oozing skin infections. 
Andrei Kuznetsov, the first Russian 
to participate in MCC Canada's 
Native Gardening Program, applied 
the skills and knowledge he acquired 
in his parents' gardens and 
greenhouses to help families in 
Labrador build greenhouses. 
Children who in February saw a terrorist gun down 
worshippers at Hebron's Al-Ibrahimi Mosque received 
post-traumatic stress counselling from Palestinian mental 
health experts at Beit Sahour YMCA. MCC funded the 
counselling. 
In Canada, the Mental Health Program helped put the 
issue of mental illness and the church "on the table," 
noted former director Travis Reimer. "People struggling 
with it feel like lepers—they believe if people knew their 
secret they wouldn't reach out a helping hand." By talking 
about mental illness, churches can reach out to members 
and others struggling with it. 
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A modern health clinic, opened in 1992, was a "shot in 
the arm" for the residents of Porcupine, on South 
Dakota's Pine Ridge reservation. Due to lack of health 
care, "almost every family has some sort of medical 
horror story," noted the clinic director. MCC physician 
Merlin Friesen served there in 1994. 
Zaire 
MCC hydrologist Mike 
Roberts and So Khat, 72, 
pedal a water well as they 
calculate how much 
irrigation water is pumped 
into a field. Irrigation 
enables Cambodian farmers 
to grow more food for their 
families. 
Processing wild rice, Ontario 
Beads, wild rice and trees 
In Kyle, S.D., Darelyn Long Soldier, a summer service 
worker, marketed Lakota crafts to tourists passing 
through town. The patience of the Lakota people is 
woven into their crafts— intricately designed items of tiny 
rainbow-colored beads or dyed porcupine quills and 
skillfully pieced star quilts. 
Workers at Canada's only Native-owned and operated 
wild rice processing plant in northwestern Ontario 
produced 22,000 kilograms/50,000 pounds of wild rice in 
the fall, 80 percent of which was sold to Europeans. The 
operation, named Kagiwiosa Manomin, started in 1985 
with help from MCC. 
"Planting trees for Jesus" was the slogan given to 
EcoTree, a project started in 1994. Eight unemployed 
people were hired with funds from MCC B.C. and the 
Canadian government to plant 100,000 seedlings in 
British Columbia's lower mainland. Millions of trees have 
been cut there; at the same time, thousands of area 
residents were out of work. 
MCC also helped people overseas start small businesses, 
producing items to sell locally. This work is fraught with 
difficulties, and success sometimes lies beyond the control 
of the entrepreneur, no matter how hard-working. 
treating jobs 
generating^income 
In our society the question asked after "What is your 
name?" is "What do you do?" On one hand this is a tacit 
recognition that, as humans, we are created in God's 
image. Genesis 2:3 says that "On the seventh day God 
rested from God's work." 
Through work and the income earned, we support 
ourselves and our families, contribute to society and find 
meaning and purpose in life. So the question "What do 
you do?" is a cruel jab for unemployed people anywhere. 
MCC workers strive to help those who are un- and 
underemployed find new ways to earn dignity and 
income. Wrote Steven Gonslaves, MCC staff worker in 
India: "If you could visit some of our women's groups in 
Calcutta, you would see that income is only one benefit of 
the program. After that comes friendship, self-esteem, 
community, problem-solving, mutual aid, literacy and 
health programs and a host of other positive social 
factors." 
A Santa Cruz candlemaker, 
who wanted to buy a house, 
for example, had perfected a 
candle and was establishing a 
market niche when the 
Bolivian government, as part 
of its crackdown on cocaine, 
pulled wax from all city shops. Wax is needed to make 
cocaine from coca leaves. The candlemaker now bakes 
bread to sell. 
Despite these steps backward, the testimonies of those 
who now have income have caused MCC to strengthen its 
efforts to create jobs and generate income during the next 
three years. 
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Persina Doncillo 
For Persina Doncillo and other members of Sapa-Sapa 
Women's Jewelry Association in the Philippines 
SELFHELP Crafts means a fair wage. Previously some 
members of the association worked in local jewelry 
factories and were paid low wages for long hours of 
work. In the Philippines, many of the 60 million people 
are poor and unemployed; employers often take 
advantage of this and pay less than minimum wage. 
SELFHELP Crafts aims to sell more crafts in North 
America in the next five years, so more families can feed, 
clothe, shelter and educate their children. 
• • • Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker 
MCC Communications 
Emad Ekran Attia started a 
co-op in Egypt that employs 
12 artisans, all university 
graduates and Coptic 
Orthodox Christians. They 
paint papyrus cards and 
pictures with motifs from 
Pharaonic paintings, icons 
and original sketches. Their 
creations are sold through 
SELFHELP Crafts. Youth in 
Egypt, particularly Christian 
youth, have difficulty 
finding jobs. 
SELFHELP Crafts of the World 
In 1994, through its SELFHELP Crafts program, MCC 
created the equivalent of 11,600 full-time jobs for Third 
World artisans in about 30 countries by selling their crafts 
in Canada and the United States. 
SELFHELP Crafts helped artisans establish a fair price for 
their handicrafts based on local market economies and 
then paid them, as it has since 1946, a 50 percent advance 
and the balance in full when items were completed and 
ready to be shipped to North America. Most importers 
pay only when items are sold to customers. 
In 1994 SELFHELP Crafts developed its first direct-mail 
catalog as a way to tell artisans' stories and sell their 
creations to people in the United States who do not live 
near a shop that carries SELFHELP Crafts items. 
The income from the sales of these handcrafted items 
means Rosa Pariona and her husband who live in a 
squatter community on the edge of Lima, Peru, can 
support their 10 children. They make replicas of vicunas, 
a relative of the llama, from wire and scraps of wool. 
These vicunas are sold through SELFHELP Crafts. 
1994 DISTRIBUTION OF U.S. AND CANADIAN RETAIL SALES: 
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Palestinian carvers are 
forbidden to sell their goods 
in Jerusalem. SELFHELP 
Crafts gives them an outlet 
for their work. 
Purchases from artisans 29% 
Warehouse 10% I Discount to retailers 35% 
i • 
Administration 9% Freight, Brokerage 7% 
_ Marketing/education 13% Deficit 3 % . 
Cambodian school children 
line up to receive school 
kits sent by Mennonites 
from Hokkaido, Japan. 
Overseas 
Eight teachers taught English in Chinese technical 
institutes and universities through the inter-Mennonite 
China Educational Exchange Program. Others taught 
English to Christians in Egypt, enhancing their job 
opportunities; Christians, as a discriminated-against 
minority there, find it increasingly difficult to find jobs 
and support their families. 
In Burkina Faso Karim 
Passoule's dream is to be a 
teaching "magician," a dream 
held by committed teachers 
worldwide. Karim says: 
"Sometimes students say, 
'Oooh, is the thing so simple? 
Last year I understood 
nothing.' They think there is 
magic in transmitting 
knowledge." Karim teaches 
French and English at an 
MCC-run school for people 
wanting to learn French and 
other local languages. 
Learning a -
vocation ^m, 
1994 found 98 MCC teachers in classrooms, kitchens and 
libraries in 26 countries in five continents teaching 
forestry, budgeting, English, reading and writing. Some of 
the education was formal, some nonformal. 
In Regina, Sask., MCC worker Terri Peters directed an 
adult literacy program at that city's library when 
government cutbacks threatened to close a computer lab 
where adults learned to read through a process that 
includes interactive videos and word processing. 
In Los Angeles' Inglewood area, MCC intern Cynthia 
Pickett worked at Calvary Christian School, which aims 
to meet students' spiritual, emotional and academic needs. 
Cynthia assisted teachers and administration, trained 
teachers' aides, and listened to any of the 130 students, 
grades pre-kindergarten to six, in need of special 
attention. 
In Calcutta, India, MCC supported an agency that 
educated 150 street children. Forced to fend for 
themselves from an early age, most street children cannot 
attend school. But children at the agency learned the 
"three Rs" through games, crafts, songs and practical 
skills training. 
In Brazil Amy Tripp taught teachers at the School for the 
Deaf, a school started by MCC and now supported in 
part through the Global Family Program. She offered 
alternatives to the rote memorization and copying 
exercises that prevail in most schools. She and the parish 
priest also placed six older deaf students in a regular 
classroom with an interpreter, one of Brazil's first 
mainstreaming efforts. 
Mary Raber taught church history and Christian 
education at a Bible college in Donetsk, an industrial and 
mining city in the Ukraine. Sixty-two students came to the 
college from all over the former Soviet Union; they are 
eager to learn now that communism has fallen. "The 
church is growing; people are hungry for the Word," 
Raber said. 
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Bombie removal, Laos 
Peace and peacemaking permeated MCC's witness in 
1994. This commitment to peace was visible throughout 
MCC's program, people and supporting churches. 
Members of Bethel Mennonite Church in Lancaster, Pa., 
found a different kind of Christmas tree in their sanctuary 
in 1994. Instead of a tree decked with tinsel, lights and 
ornaments, 40 miniature replicas of cluster bomblets, 
known as bombies, hung from the branches. With each 
$10 donation to MCC's bomb removal project in Laos, a 
bombie was removed from the tree and replaced with a 
dove. Residents of Xieng Khouang Province "should be 
able to live without fear of being dismembered or killed 
by bombs dropped more than 20 years ago," noted East 
Asia Secretary Ann Martin. In just two weeks the 
Christmas tree was transformed. 
Fruits of the peace process in the Middle East, however, 
came slowly; peace had not arrived for many Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by year-end; some in fact 
were worse off—economically and politically. Both the 
demolition of Palestinian homes and confiscation of 
Palestinian land by Israel escalated in 1994. 
MCC celebrated the 20th anniversary of Victim-Offender 
Mediation in 1994. The idea of restoring offenders rather 
than only punishing them was born in 1974 when Dave 
Worth of MCC Ontario and Mark Yantzi, a Mennonite 
probation officer, persuaded a judge to permit two youth 
charged with vandalizing 22 homes in Elmira, Ont., to 
meet their victims and pay for damages. Today Victim-
Offender programs are offered in 200 communities in 
North America, Europe, Asia, Australia and New 
Zealand. And the idea has also expanded to include 
neighborhood dispute resolution and conflict resolution in 
schools, businesses and churches. 
In 1993 Nang Saiko, a 
widow, and her daughter 
Posau were working in 
their garden when Posau's 
hoe struck a bomb. 
The explosion killed Posau 
and wounded Nang Saiko. 
Despite having little food 
for her surviving children, 
Nang Saiko is too 
frightened to tend her 
rice field. 
Bethel Mennonite Church 
Survivors of abuse attended an MCC-sponsored 
workshop focusing on healing and worship. Canadian 
and U.S. congregations dedicated a Sunday in February 
for mourning and repenting of violence in Christian 
homes. They used materials created by Women's 
Concerns. 
Families in Winnipeg entered 1995 better equipped to 
deal with their conflicts, thanks to a 1994 grant received 
by Winnipeg's Mediation Services. "We deal with the 
results of conflict such as children stealing money from 
parents, damaging property, making threats and 
assaults," said Director Janet Schmidt. The grant trained 
10 staff and 50 volunteer mediators. 
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you sent 
The 919 workers who served with MCC during 1994 in 
57 countries, including Canada and the United States, 
enabled your ministry to be high-touch in an increasingly 
high-tech age. 
To make it possible for more Christians to serve, we were 
at year-end exploring ways to expand the number and 
types of service opportunities MCC offers. 
Our workers are central to our mission. And when they 
return home to their congregations and families, they 
bring a new perspective on the world and new ideas about 
what following Christ means. 
This reciprocity and multiplying effect reinforces our 
belief that people—more than dollars—are the church's 
best resource. 
We believe the best way to be a Christian resource for 
meeting human need is to place dedicated, qualified, 
respectful people in communities where people are 
suffering. 
Core MCC qualifications are being a Christian, an active 
member of a church and committed to non-violent 
peacemaking. 
MCC is looking for more people who can resolve 
conflicts in ways that are appropriate to local cultures in 
response to requests from church leaders overseas. 
In the United States, MCC joined with two other agencies 
to start COPA, a short-term urban learning and service 
program in Chicago. COPA (Chicago Opportunity for 
Peace in Action) is Spanish for "cup." MCC Canada 
joined with SOOP—Service Opportunities for Older 
Persons—a program that links older persons with North 
American congregations that want short-term volunteers 
to help them address various needs in their communities. 
In 1995 we will be recruiting for 163 new workers— 
including 55 economic and technical workers, 
16 agriculturists, 11 community development workers, 
31 teachers, 18 health workers, 32 social service 
workers—willing to be part of the lifeline that connects 
us with others in need. Is God calling you to become 
an MCC service worker? 
• • • Dwight McFadden 
MCC Personnel Services 
MCC Service Workers 












Number of workers 
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1 
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1HMH 
80 100 120 140 160 
Personnel 
in service on 11/30/1994 
by Country and Continent 
Africa 112 
Botswana 8 
















East Asia 34 
China 8 





South and Central Asia 44 
Bangladesh 15 
India 2 

















Colombia YDT* 2 
Costa Rica 2 














West Bank 7 
North America 539 
Total U.S. Service Workers 118 
Total U.S. Salaried Staff 162 
Total Cdn. Service Workers 159 
Total Cdn. Salaried Staff 100 
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Your dollars 
at wor 
This summarizes data from seven financial statements in 
Canada and the United States. Cash and material 
contributions were only part of the picture. Untold hours 
of volunteer time were equally vital and enabled MCC to 
channel 89 percent of income to program. 
Income 
The various MCC offices received resources valued at 
$62.6 million Cdn./$47 million U.S. in 1994. The 
consolidated income chart shows that individuals and 
congregations provided 53.7 percent of MCC's income. 
This included cash gifts; gifts-in-kind such as meat, 
blankets and grain; and funds raised from thrift shops, 
relief sales, and houses against hunger. The next largest 
category, grants, includes matching funds from the 
Canadian International Development Agency for grain 
purchase by Canadian Foodgrains Bank. The "other" 
category includes investment income, fees and royalties. 
1994 was a year of crisis for people in Rwanda. North 
Americans, Europeans and Africans responded with cash 
contributions totaling $2.2 million Cdn./$1.6 million U.S., 
the largest designated response shared through MCC 
since Ethiopia's famine in 1984. 
MCC Consolidated Income 





Shops, sales, houses 
5.8 million 
MCC Consolidated Expenses 
$45 ,956 ,000 U.S. 
Expenses 
Total spending was up 3 percent in 1994 because of 
above-budget expenditures for Rwandan refugees. Even 
so, resources exceeded expenses because only half the 
contributions for Rwandan refugees were spent in 1994. 
The balance will be spent over the next two years. 
In the consolidated expenses chart, "support and fund-
raising" includes costs of internal administration, 
constituency relations, promotion, personnel 
recruitment/placement and staff fund-raising efforts. 
Program administration, whether on the field or at 
headquarters offices, is included in program costs. "Other 
overseas" program refers to MCC Peace Office, Visitor 
Exchange Program and other overseas services. 
Audited financial statements may be obtained from the 
nearest MCC office. 
• • • Berry Friesen 
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Workers earning, fees and miscellaneous 
Gifts-in-kind — U.S. 
Gifts-in-kind — Canada* 
TOTAL 
Expenses 
Agriculture & integrated development 
Emergency assistance 



























Religious & peace 
SELFHELP Crafts _ _ _ 
Supporting and fundraising activities 
Material resources donated in kind 
TOTAL 
Excess of income over expenses 
* in U.S. dollars 
* report for 12 months ended November 30, 1994 
MCC International Expenses 
$33,626,523 U.S. 








2.2 million Social Services 
1.7 million 




Community Ministries revenue 
Peace and Justice Ministries revenue 
Regional revenue 
Gifts-in-kind 




Peace and Justice Ministries 
Material resources donated in kind 
Constituency Ministries 
West Coast MCC 
MCC Central States 
MCC Great Lakes 
MCC East Coast — 




Excess of income over expenses 






















1 report for 12 months ended November 30, 1994 









Material resources/food aid 
Contributions 
Grants 















Excess of expenses over income 
*** in Canadian dollars 
























Religion and Peace 
2.4 million 
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Giving projects 





Mennonites in Canada and the United States joined 
together in 1920 to form Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC). MCC's first acts were to send food and 50 
tractor-plow outfits to Russia and the Ukraine where 
revolution and social upheaval were causing famine. 
Today, 75 years later, MCC continues this witness by 
sharing material resources and people so others may enjoy 
strength for today and hope for tomorrow. 
1994 found 919 MCC workers serving in 57 countries. 
They were not alone in this work. Behind and with them 
were hundreds of congregations and thousands of 
contributors who pray, write letters, clerk at thrift stores 
and donate time, meat, wheat and school kits. Some 
toured Oregon by bike to raise money. 
In August Lydia and Abigail Kurfman, Ephrata, Pa., 
shared their birthday money and emptied a savings 
account to give to Rwandan refugee children. In 
Winnipeg, two 10-year-old girls published their own 
newspaper, sold it to friends and relatives and raised $50 
for Rwandan refugees. 
• • • 
(June) Fabric: Bolts of cloth 
are requested for use 
where quality fabric is 
expensive or hard to find. 
The fabric is used to sew 
girls' and boys' clothing in 
Haiti, Nicaragua and the 
West Bank. Cotton, cotton 
blends, cotton polyester 
mixes are useful. No 100 
percent polyester fabric, 
please. 
(May) Beehives for Vietnam: 
MCC helps farmers in 
northern Vietnam increase 
their incomes by raising 
bees. With an MCC loan, 
they can buy bees, hives and 
beekeeping equipment. MCC 
also gives technical support. 
$ 5 . 5 0 Cdn. /$4 U.S. buys 
basic beekeeping tools. $15 
Cdn. /$11 U.S. buys a 
beehive. Please include 
project #1722 -1039 with 
your contribution. 
(June) Sewing cooperative: 
In 1993 single mothers in La 
Linea, a community by the 
railroad tracks just outside 
El Salvador's capital, formed 
a sewing cooperative with 
help from MCC and the local 
Baptists. They piece quilts 
and sew comforters, pillow 
covers and T-shirts to sell. 
In 1995 they will build a 
room to replace the hut 
where they now work. $185 
Cdn. /$135 U.S. raises the 
walls a foot. $ 5 5 0 Cdn. /$400 
U.S. puts on the roof. Please 
include project #913 -3000 
with your contribution. 
Sizes for ages 6 to 16 are 
especially needed; for boys, 
shirts and trousers; for 
girls, dresses, blouses and 
skirts. Clothing should be 
clean and in good condition. 
(May) Health kits: 5 ,000 kits 
are needed for poor people 
in Upper Egypt. MCC works 
with church-based agencies 
providing health, education 
and employment services. 
Call a nearby MCC office for 
a list of health kit contents. 
(April) Global Church Sharing 
Fund: More Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ now live 
in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America than in Europe and 
North America. MCC is 
contributing $824 ,700 
Cdn. /$600,000 U.S. to a 
global sharing fund to share 
resources throughout the 
church. Send a contribution 
for the fund to MCC, marked 
for project #5000-7003 . 
(April) Lightweight 
children's clothing: MCC is 
collecting clothing for 
children in boarding 
schools in the West Bank. 
So how will MCC celebrate these 75 years? We will tell 
stories of God's watchful care and of the faithfulness of 
those who have responded to human suffering since 1920 
We will reflect on how to serve others "In the name of 
Christ" in a day when self-centeredness, overflowing 
schedules and aloneness, as well as suffering and chaos, 










giving P r o ' e c t 
Name of 
I vour name". 
We will also renew our commitment to placing qualified, 
dedicated Christians around the world to share for us the 
biblical cup of cold water. We need them to share not 
only the water but also warm hands, compassion-filled 
faces and our commitments to challenging the systems 
that create and prolong suffering. 
• • • John A. Lapp 
MCC executive secretary 
filiation: 
p r o j e c t n o 
Three begin MCC 
assignments 
Three Brethren in Christ were among 
48 persons participating in the January 
3-13 Mennonite Central Committee ori-
entation at Akron, Pa. 
Esther Lenhert of Arcanum, Ohio, 
will begin a three-year MCC assignment 
in March 1995 in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
where she will 
work as a commu-
nity health nursing 
educator. She pre-
viously served 
with Brethren in 
Christ Missions at 
Madhipura Chris-
tian Hospital in 
Bihar, India. 
Lenhert received a master's degree in 
public health from the University of Min-
nesota in Minneapolis. She was last 
employed as program director for Car-
diovascular Disease Prevention Program 
for the Ohio Department of Health in 
Columbus, Ohio. She is a member of 
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church in 
Englewood, Ohio. 
Beverley Anne Nigh of Port Colborne, 
Ont, is beginning a two-year MCC 
assignment in Akron, Pa., where she will 
work as an administrative secretary for 
MCC U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries 
and a receptionist/secretary for MCC 
U.S. 
Chad L. Warfel of Leola, Pa., is 
beginning a three-year MCC assignment 
in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso, 
where he will work 
as an administra-
tive assistant. He 
previously served 




Warfel received a bachelor's degree 
in international business from Messiah 
College in Grantham, Pa. He was last 
employed as a warehouse assistant at The 
Office Works in Lancaster, Pa. He is a 
member of Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Church. His parents are David and Ruth 
Warfel of Lancaster. 
Host/Hostess Opening 
Menno-Hof is now accepting 
applications for a Voluntary Ser-
vice position. Married couple pre-
ferred for Host/Hostess plus light 
housekeeping. 
Must enjoy meeting new peo-
ple and sharing faith with visitors 
who want to know. Awareness of 
Anabaptist history is helpful. Posi-
tion available now or as late as 
April 1, 1995. An exciting min-
istry to thousands of visitors. A 
one- year assignment is preferred 
but a nine-month assignment 
(April through December) would 
be possible. 
Menno-Hof presents an excel-
lent opportunity for ministers and 
spouses to take time out as a sab-
batical or between assignments. 
Located in an area rich with 
resources (Goshen and Elkhart, 
Ind.), Menno-Hof provides excel-
lent potential for professional 
growth and recuperation. 
The assignment of host/host-
ess allows a person to exercise 
their people skills without the 
pressures and responsibility of 
pastoral ministry. Proximity to 
Oaklawn, Goshen College, and 
Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary makes an attractive 
environment to work through 
issues related to transitions or 
growth in ministry. 
This opportunity is not limit-
ed to pastoral couples and all 
interested persons should inquire. 
While attractive to persons 
entering retirement, Menno-Hof 
can benefit persons of all ages. 
Families with children do present 
problems but we are open to 
explore possibilities. 
Connecting with the program 
at Menno-Hof provides an envi-
ronment to reconnect with a 
vision rooted in history, yet ripe 
with opportunities for the future. 
Menno-Hof provides a variety of 
ministry opportunities for those 
attracted to new ideas. 
We are prepared to address 
any questions you may have and 
are open to arrange a package 
that can be mutually satisfying. 
For information, contact: 
Tim Lichti 
P.O. Box 701 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 
(219)768-4117 
Nigh received a bachelor's degree in 
French and English from the University 
of Western Ontario in London. She was 
last employed as a 
file clerk and re-
source librarian 
with MCC Canada 
in Winnipeg, Man. 
She is affiliated 
with First Menno-
nite Church of 
Vineland (Ont.) 
and Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church in Niagara 
Falls, Ont. Her mother is Mildred Ada 












page 14 of the MCC Annual Report, the 
pie chart in the top right-hand corner, 
"MCC Consolidated Income (1994)" 
is incorrect. The correct chart 
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CMctNews 
Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., began a new 
choir ministry on Jan. 22. • On the 
evening of Jan. 8 Don and Bertha 
Thrush spoke to the Chambersburg 
congregation about their involve-
ment with a Josh McDowell min-
istry team to Russia. • On Jan. 13 
the Boy's Brigade of the Fairview 
Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa., had a 
swimming outing at the YMCA. Jan. 
22 was country music day in wor-
ship. • The Five Forks church, 
Waynesboro, has a Ladies Exercise 
Group (LEG) twice a week. The 
congregation's goal for 1995 is that 
every family invite an unchurched 
person to church. • The missions 
committee of the Hollowell church, 
Waynesboro, sponsored a Feb. 4-12 
trip to Pharr, Texas, to assist the 
Palm Valley congregation with 
maintenance needs. 
The children of the Iron Springs 
congregation, Fairfield, Pa., sang in 
a joint choir Jan. 22 during the 
Christian unity service at the Luther-
an church. • Bishop Hawbaker 
spoke Jan. 15 to the Martinsburg, 
Pa., congregation on "Awake, Alive, 
and Alert." • The prayer committee 
at the New Guilford church. Cham-
bersburg, dedicated the month of 
January to pray daily for the pastors 
and their families. • On Jan. 15 
Dave and Anna Lee Kopp minis-
tered in music to the South Moun-
tain congregation, Shippensburg, 
Pa. A secret sisters revealing party 
was Jan. 23. • The youth of the 
Springhope church, Schellsburg, 
Pa., hosted a spaghetti supper Jan. 
22. Dinners were then delivered to 
widows who could not attend. • The 
Walkersville, Md., church received 
four new members on Jan. 8. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Jan. 8 Terry Friesen spoke to 
the Cross Roads congregation, 
Mount Joy, Pa., about his church 
planting in the Philadelphia area. 
The Ministers of Music Quartet gave 
a concert Jan. 22. • The play during 
the Jan. 28 winter banquet of the 
Elizabethtown, Pa., church was 
"Welcome to the Mustard Seed 
Cafe." • On Jan. 22 the Fairland 
church, Cleona. Pa., had their carry-
in lunch and business council. • The 
Lancaster, Pa., congregation had a 
guess-who's-coming-to-dessert on 
Jan. 15. The church began a "dads 
and toddlers" gym on Jan. 16. The 
Jan. 20-21 Jr. High lock-in was on 
"Holiness, Health, and Hormones." 
A recent candlelight service at 
the Llewellyn, Pa., church featured 
guitar and flute accompaniment by 
David and Amanda Klinger. • The 
Christian Workers group of the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., had 
a meal together on Jan. 21. • On Jan. 
22 Phil and Doreen Byers were mis-
sions speakers for the Masterson-
ville congregation, Manheim, Pa. • 
The quiz team of the Millersville, 
Pa., congregation traveled on Jan. 
22 to a meet at Lancaster. Esther 
Snyder spoke that day in the wor-
ship service. • The Montoursville, 
Pa., church began a 10-week study 
on "amazing grace" on Mar. 1. 
The New Joy congregation, 
Akron, Pa., has a new study group 
Gary Freymiller joins Evangel 
Publishing House staff 
Gary Freymiller recently joined the staff of 
Brethren in Christ Board for Media Ministries as 
Publishing Assistant. In this capacity he will be 
responsible for projects in both the Editorial and 
Evangel Publishing House departments. Specif-
ic assignments include assisting in the editorial 
preparation of the Jubilee Junior 
Youth Sunday school materials, pro-
motion and support of the Jubilee 
and Wesley Adult Sunday school 
curricula in Brethren in Christ con-
gregations, and the selection, pro-
duction, and marketing of Evangel 
Publishing House titles. 
Gary brings a commitment to 
biblical teaching and a desire to help 
people mature in Christ. He comes 
most recently from Asbury Theological Semi-
nary where he will receive the M.A. in Biblical 
Studies this May. While at Asbury he served as 
the pastor of a small congregation in southern 
Ohio. Before attending seminary, Gary earned 
degrees from Wheaton College and the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and worked as an engineer in 
the chemical manufacturing industry for about 
five years. Gary is not totally new to the Breth-
ren in Christ denomination, as he was a member 
of the Brethren in Christ Church in Morrison, 
Illinois, for two years during the time he worked 
as an engineer. 
Another asset Gary brings is his wife, Susan. 
Although she is not officially involved in the 
work with the Board for Media Ministries, 
Susan will be ministering in many ways. The 
Freymillers have four children: Jonathan (4), 
Sarah (3), Laura (2), and Adam (3 
months). They are presently relo-
cating to Nappanee. 
Gary has a particular interest in 
promoting the inductive Bible study 
method described in the new Evan-
gel Publishing House book, Bible 
Study That Works, by David L. 
Thompson. He is available to lead 
workshops on this method of Bible 
study for local congregations. Gary 
is also interested in the study of Pietist and Wes-
leyan theology with applications for evange-
lism. If you have a manuscript for possible pub-
lication, or would like to find out more about 
Bible study workshops, Christian education 
materials, or Evangel Publishing House titles, 
write or call Gary at Evangel Publishing House, 
P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. Phone 
(800) 253-9315. 
on Tuesday which looks into Fami-
ly: Living Under the Same Leaky 
Roof. • Luke Keefer Sr. spoke at the 
Jan. 8 MPF meeting of the Palmyra, 
Pa., church. The women's fellow-
ship recently studied Peace: Over-
coming Anxiety and Conflict. • An 
Investigators class began Feb. 19 at 
the Perkiomen Valley church, Col-
legeville, Pa., for those interested in 
membership. • John Long was the 
Jan. 22 speaker at the Pequea 
church, Lancaster, Pa. A winter Sun-
day school class was on "Life and 
Death Discussions." 
The Refton, Pa., congregation 
recently heard a two-part sermon on 
the church's five-year goals. • The 
Silverdale, Pa., congregation sched-
uled amateur night for Feb. 26. • 
The Skyline View church, Harris-
burg, Pa., began an early childhood 
Systematic Training for Effective 
Parenting (STEP) class on Jan. 8. • 
On Jan. 1 the youth of the Souder-
ton, Pa., church attended a Messiah 
College basketball game and cam-
pus tour. • On Jan. 14 the secret sis-
ters party of the Speedwell Heights 
church, Lititz, Pa., was at the Birch-
noil Restaurant. • Church planter 
Terry Friesen spoke Jan. 1 to the 
Summit View congregation, New 
Holland, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation. Stevens-
ville, Ont., is celebrating the 120th 
anniversary of its building in 1995. 
David Klassen from MCC showed 
slides of Rwanda on Jan. 29. • "The 
New Me" is the weight control sup-
port group that meets every Tues-
day at the Boyle church, St. Ann's, 
Ont. • The Cheapside congregation. 
Nanticoke, Ont., had a night of 
music with Decision on Jan. 22. • 
The Delisle, Sask., congregation had 
a Valentine banquet on Feb. 11 at 
the church. • The Sr. Highs of the 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
had indoor beach volleyball on Feb. 
3. The 55+ group enjoyed a potluck 
and games on Feb. 10. 
Lee and Ann Winger, heading to 
Thailand with the International 
Placement Service of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions, visited the 
Kingswood congregation, Barrie, 
Ont., in January. • Pastor Smith of 
the Oak Ridges. Ont., congregation 
attended the Jan. 9-12 Pastors' 
Prayer Summit at Huntsville. • Bob 
Leadley began a stewardship sermon 
series Jan. 8 for the Orchard Creek 
congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., 
on "God's Guarantee." • Project 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
Jericho was the name of the January 
twelve days of prayer at the Port 
Colborne, Ont., church. 
Brian Windsor, past director of 
OASIS ministries, spoke at the Jan. 
14 men's breakfast of the Rosebank 
congregation, Petersburg, Ont. The 
film "Come the Morning" was 
shown Jan. 15. • The Sherkston. 
Ont., church hosted the Jan. 20-22 
area Jr. High retreat. A 12-part Keith 
Miller video series, "A Hunger for 
Healing," began in January. • The 
Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont. 
offered a Discovering Church Mem-
bership evening on Feb. 10. • Pastor 
Mashinter of the Wainfleet, Ont., 
church led a January series on God's 
gifting. Four homes were open Jan. 
29 for devotions, fellowship, and 
refreshments. • The Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont., hosted the 
NOW Sr. High youth retreat Feb. 
17-19. The youth had a hayride Jan. 
13 at the Cober farm. 
Central Conference 
Pictures were taken Feb. 7 for 
the directory of the Amherst con-
gregation, Massil lon, Ohio. • 
Matthew Bye, Brethren in Christ 
student at Ashland Seminary, filled 
the pulpit of the Ashland, Ohio, 
church in the absence of Pastor 
Robitaille on Jan. 1. • On Jan. 1, 26 
persons of the Bethel congregation, 
Merrill, Mich., received certificates 
for perfect Sunday school attendance 
in 1994. Awards went to 13 people 
for completing the NAE read-the-
Bible-in-a-year program. • The teen 
team of the Beulah Chapel church. 
Springfield, Ohio, quizzed the adults 
on Jan. 8. On Feb. 1 the MPF speak-
er was Dale Walker, missionary to 
Indonesia and Finland over a 23-
year period. 
On Jan. 22 Bishop Byers' mes-
sage to the Carland-Zion congre-
gation, Owosso, Mich., was "You 
Can't Just Sit There." • Henry Gin-
der spoke Feb. 5 to the Christian 
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind. • 
About 55 youth from the Fairview 
congregation, Englewood, Ohio, and 
the Highland church. West Milton, 
Ohio, joined in a retreat recently at 
St. Marys. • The Morrison. 111., 
congregation joined in a service for 
Christian unity Jan. 22 at Emmanuel 
Reform Church. • The Nappanee, 
Ind., church began the 50-Day 
Adventure Jan. 8 on "Facing Down 
Our Fears." Some of the youth visit-
ed senior members on Jan. 21. 
The annual business meeting of 
the Northgate fellowship, Tipp 
City, Ohio, was Jan. 15 after the ser-
vice. • On Jan. 15 Pastor Kershner 
began a series on "The ABCs of the 
Christian Life" for the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, congregation. • Five persons 
were baptized, and five became 
members Jan. 1 of the Sippo Valley 
church, Massillon, Ohio. • Three 
persons were baptized Jan. 29 into 
the fellowship of the Union Grove 
congregation. New Paris, Ind. All-
church bowling was planned for Jan. 
21. • Bishop Byers visited the Val-
ley Chapel church. Canton, Ohio, 
on Jan. 15. 
Midwest Conference 
A Jan. 22 film of William Tyn-
dale was part of the "Back to the 
Future" series at the Abilene. Kan., 
church. On Jan. 26 Lamar Roth did a 
workshop for Sunday school teach-
ers on "The Wonder Years." • On 
Jan. 8 the Mound Park church. Dal-
las Center. Iowa., hosted the Oak 
Park congregation, Des Moines, 
Iowa, for a potluck supper. Pastor 
Ashby of Oak Park preached. Flo-
rence Monteith, on her way to 
Paraguay, spoke Jan. 29 at Mound 
Park. • Bishop Brubaker paid his 
first visit Jan. 22 to the Mt. View 
church, Colorado Springs, Colo. • 
The Rosebank church, Hope, Kan., 
hosted the area fifth Sunday service 
in January with the film "Ameri-
can's Godly Heritage." 
April reception to feature 
Alvin J. Burkholder and biography 
A biography of Alvin C. Burkholder, written by Frances Har-
mon, is being published by the Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society. The book will be released at a reception and autograph 
party to be held in the Fellowship Hall of the Upland (Calif.) 
Brethren in Christ Church at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 23. Rev. 
Robert Hempy will be the master of a short ceremony presenting 
the book. This will be followed by refreshments and autographs. 
During the nine decades of his life, Rev. Burkholder has been 
a key figure at all levels of the Brethren in Christ Church. The 
release of this biography, with its west coast perspective, will illu-
minate the denomination's history in a new way. 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
March 1, 1895 issue—In a reprinted article, "The Religious 
Thought of Childhood," Rev. G. B. F. Hallock writes: "We 
were lately told of a child of seven or eight years who went 
to visit his grandmother, who asked him, on the morning 
after his arrival, if he had said his prayers the night previous. 
'No, I forgot it,' said Willie. 'You mustn't neglect to say 
your prayers,' said the grandmother, 'God won't take care of 
you if you do.' 'Well, He did,' was the ready answer. One 
cannot but hope that the grandmother's advanced age may 
have excused her criminal folly in putting such a notion of 
prayer into the active little mind that was so quick to detect 
its utter fatuity." 
75 Years Ago 
March 8 and 22, 1920 combined issue—V. L. Stump edito-
rializes: "Loyalty to God does not consist merely in entering 
into that mystical relationship with God in worship, etc., but 
also in that physical contact with man that enables us to 
exhaust every God-given means to secure his salvation. 
Loyalty to the Church does not consist in merely carrying 
out its precepts and submitting to its instructions for right 
living, but in aggressively carrying out the great commission 
of Christ in giving the 'Whole Gospel to the Whole World'." 
50 Years Ago 
March 26, 1945 issue—Associate editor E. J. Swalm com-
ments on the 1944 General Conference decision launching 
a program of systematic instruction in doctrine and practices: 
"In endeavoring to avoid the hazards of indoctrination with-
out a corresponding spirituality...we have fallen into the 
error of under-indoctrination. We are now at the crossroads 
and are willing to admit that deep spirituality and a system 
of familiarizing our people with the doctrines that underlie 
and maintain spirituality must go hand in hand and live or 
die together. We have also learned that eternal vigilance is 
the price we must pay if both are to be maintained." 
25 Years Ago 
March 25, 1970 issue—A short article and four pictures 
reported on the dedication of the Ekuphileni Bible Institute 
in Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe], and John Zercher wrote about 
the new "Word of Life" Sunday school curriculum (an 
imprint of David C. Cook material) which would be avail-
able in the fall: "...a milepost in the curriculum journey of 
the Brethren in Christ that extends back over sixty years." 
10 Years Ago 
March 1985 issue—Charles M. Rickel, in "The Mission of 
Christ's Family": "Carrying out the mission of Christ's fam-
ily will not easily be accomplished. We can spend a lot of 
time and energy 'jawing' about it; we can preach, and hear 
sermons; we can read excellent books on evangelism, church 
growth, and world missions; we can do a lot of wishful 
thinking: we can even pray a lot. But we must live, give, and 
act like God's mission is our priority." 
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Pacific Conference 
Every member and visitor at the 
Alta Loma. Calif., church is given a 
booklet by Pastor Graff stressing the 
family relationship of believers. • 
On Feb. 5 the Praise Gathering at 
the Chino, Calif., church featured a 
brass quartet, information presenta-
tions on Brethren in Christ Missions, 
the Heifer Project and World Vision, 
and a potluck meal. • Pastor Sanders 
of the Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., was surprised on Jan. 8 
with a birthday cake and cards. • 
Crafts Buyer 
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee is accepting applica-
tions for SELFHELP Crafts 
Buyer (Akron , Pa.) . This 
salaried position is available 
July 1. 1995. Qualifications 
inc lude a c o m m i t m e n t to 
Christian faith, active church 
membership, and nonviolent 
peacemaking. Applicants must 
be committed to SELFHELP 
Craft 's mission, have cross-
cul tura l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
skills, and be available to trav-
el 6-8 weeks per year. Inter-
ested persons in the United 
States contact Goldie Kuhns, 
21 South 12th Street, P.O. Box 
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, 
phone (717) 859-1 !51. Inter-
ested persons in Canada con-
tact MCC Canada Personnel, 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, 
MB R3T 5K9, phone (204) 
269-9875. Applications due 
April 10, 1995. 
President 
The Brethren Home and 
Cross Keys Village, a CCRC 
located in New Oxford, Pa., is 
seeking appl icants for the 
position of President. The 
200-acre campus of the Breth-
ren Home, with 850 residents, 
is located in South Central 
Penna. The candidate should 
be a licensed nursing home 
administrator or eligible to be 
licensed, demonstrate proven 
managerial skills, relate well 
to residents, staff, board, and 
community. Must be able to 
nur ture a Chr is t ian a tmo-
sphere and have an apprecia-
tion for the bel iefs of the 
Church of the Brethren. If you 
meet these qual i f ica t ions , 
please send your resume to 
Presidential Search, P.O. Box 
3625. York, PA 17402. 
From Jan. 15 to Mar. 26 the Upland, 
Calif., church hosted a "Parents with 
Teenagers" class. • Pastor Schlete-
witz of the Walnut, Calif., church 
left Jan. 23 for a two-week MCC 
study tour of Central America. A 
revitalized youth ministry began at 
the church on Jan. 10. 
Southeast Conference 
Pastor Lewis of the Blooming-
ton Chapel congregation, Colum-
bia, Ky., has completed his elemen-
tary education degree. The children 
and MPF of the church recently 
raised over $400 for the Miami Wor-
ship Center Project. • On Jan. 22 the 
Holden Park congregation. Orlan-
do, Fla., had their annual carry-in 
and business meeting. The congre-
gation recently designated a Sunday 
as "bikers' Sunday" when they host-
ed bikers for worship and a dinner. • 
The youth service Jan. 22 at the 
Millerfield's church, Columbia, 
Ky.. featured a talent night. Melvin 
Adams and family, missionaries to 
the Ukraine, spoke Jan. 31. • On the 
evening of Jan. 29, the Winchester, 
Va., congregation saw the MCC 
video, "The Innocent." 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley church, Belle-
ville, Pa., had the grand opening of 
its new library on Jan. 15. • The 
youth of the Carlisle, Pa., congre-
gation hosted a spaghetti supper and 
auction on Jan. 20. The Pinewood 
Derby for Pioneer Boys, grades 3-6, 
was Feb. 4. • The Cedar Grove 
congregation. Mifflintown, Pa., 
moved into their new Christian edu-
cation facility on Jan. 1. • Jan. 22 
was Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
Maintenance Worker 
Upland Manor Senior Citi-
zens Apar tments , Upland, 
Calif., has an opening in the 
maintenance department. One 
or two year commitment re-
quired. The position will be 
open May 1. 1995. This is an 
exce l len t oppor tun i ty for 
someone who is retired and 
interested in doing voluntary 
service. The position requires 
knowledge and skills in areas 
of repair and maintenance of 
homes/apartments. Persons 
interested should contact Neal 
Longenecker, Manor Manag-
er, at (909) 985-1215 between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m. PST or write to: Neal 
Longenecker, 1125 W. Arrow 
Hwy. #34, Upland CA 91786. 
at the Dillsburg, Pa., church with 
speaker Kevin McGraw of Capital 
Area Pregnancy Center and prayers 
by the congregation. • The Fairview 
congregation, Reesers Summit, Pa., 
recorded attendance of 125 on 
Christmas Sunday. On Jan. 15 the 
congregation viewed a film promot-
ing the Cuban ministries in Miami, 
Fla. 
The Growing in Christ capital 
gifts campaign of the Grantham. 
Pa., church recently totaled 
$798,917. • On Jan. 8 one person 
was baptized in Penns Creek into the 
fellowship of the Green Grove con-
gregation, Spring Mills, Pa. Four 
new members were received Jan. 15. 
• New pastor Jeff Dunlevy and fam-
ily moved into the parsonage of the 
Hanover, Pa., church on Jan. 14. 
The installation service was Jan. 22 
with a meal afterwards. • The youth 
of the Jemison Valley congregation, 
Westfield. Pa., made and sold 
sausage on Jan. 14. A women's 
breakfast was slated for Jan. 28. 
The Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., made sausage at the 
Klinefelter's farm on Jan. 6-7. • The 
Mechanicsburg. Pa., church had a 
missions evening Jan. 29 with Dana 
and Judy Crider. • Rachel and 
George Kibler spoke Jan. 8 to the 
Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, about their upcom-
ing assignment in Zambia. • Laban 
Byers spoke Jan. 14 at the men's 
breakfast of the Redland Valley 
congregation, York Haven. Pa., on 
flood relief in Georgia. Seven per-
sons were baptized on Jan. 15. • On 
Jan. 15 Amos and Sally Kitner and 
George and Rachel Kibler gave mis-
sions talks for the Roseglen church, 
Duncannon, Pa. • Jay Starliper was 
installed as youth pastor of the West 





Allen: Ricki Ann. Jan. 9; Ron 
Allen and Lisa Beinhower, Fairview 
congregation. Pa. 
Bowman: Ashlee Nichelle, Dec. 
10. 1994; Gregg and Tabetha (Traut-
man) Bowman, Speedwell Heights 
congregation. Pa. 
Cappelle: Brenna Jeanelle, Jan. 
13; Rod and Cindy Cappelle, Delisle 
congregation, Sask. 
Claveau: Bethany Noel, Dec. 
22, 1994; Marc and Valerie Claveau, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Dykstra: Ashtyn Lyndsay, Nov. 
27, 1994; Kevin and Amanda Dyk-
stra. Boyle congregation, Ont. 
Frankenburg: Meghan Renee, 
Jan. 21; Jack and Heather Franken-
burg, Perkiomen Valley congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Franks: Jacob Michael, Dec. 21, 
1994; John and Patti (Harner) 
Franks, West Shore congregation. 
Pa. 
Gough: Andrea Lynn, Jan. 6; 
Richard and Cheri Gough, Walk-
ersville congregation, Md. 
Groff: Erin Alyse, Jan. 28; Steve 
and Dawn (Rohrer) Groff, Pequea 
congregation. Pa. 
Henry: Abigail Rose. Dec. 31, 
1994; K. Scott and Jennifer (New-
comer) Henry, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Hernley: Valerie Lynn, Jan. 13; 
Bernell and Barb Hernley, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Hobbs: Rebecca Louise Velma, 
Joint Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ Celebration 
MCC 75th Anniversary 
to be held at 
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
Sunday, April 23, 7:00 p.m. 
• Speaker: Peter Dyck 
• Special Music by a 
40 voice choir 
(20 Brethren in Christ, 20 Mennonites) 
20 Evangelical Visitor 
Jan. 3; David and Louise (Robins) 
Hobbs, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Hostetler: Logan Jay, Jan. 19; 
Jay and Marquita (Lehman) 
Hostetler, Amherst congregation, 
Ohio. 
Huber: Shayne Michael, Jan. 
13; Wayne and Brenda (Sensenich) 
Huber, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Keller: Brady William, Jan. 9; 
Gary and Barbara (Sands) Keller, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Main: Cassandra Elaine, Jan. 13; 
Shawn and Cindy (Vachon) Main, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Miller: Ashley Nichole, Jan. 6; 
Randy and Tina (Kehres) Miller, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Muth: Marston Lee, Dec. 15, 
1994; Steve and Cara Lee Muth, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Oravec: John Michael, Dec. 28, 
1994; Mike and Tara (Hoke) 
Oravec, New Guilford congregation, 
Pa. 
Regan: Jeniece Michelle, Dec. 
20, 1994; Brendan and Cindy 
Regan, Walkersville congregation, 
Md. 
Rich: Raquel Corinne, Nov. 21, 
1994; Paul and Kimberly (Ferguson) 
Rich, Union Grove congregation, 
Ind. 
Rohrer: James Michael, Dec. 
23, 1994; David and Cathy (Cramer) 
Rohrer, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Smith: Evan Carter, Jan. 3; 
Todd and Sharon (Besecker) Smith, 
Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Smith: Mark Calvin, Dec. 19, 
1994; Clarence and Stefanie (Fisher) 
Smith. West Shore congregation. Pa. 
Smoyer: Kasandra Lynne, Jan. 
14; Kevin and Terrie Smoyer, Green 
Grove congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Baer - Miller: Holly Renee, 
daughter of Betty G. and the late 
Gearld W. Miller, Bethel, Pa., and 
Dallas Gene, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Baer, Bethel, Nov. 26, 1994, 
at Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. William Wenger 
and Rev. Vern Bosserman officiat-
ing. 
Palmer - Zerphy: Gretchen L.. 
daughter of Tom and Terry Zerphy, 
and John P., son of John J. and Anna 
Marie Palmer, Nov. 10, 1994, at 
Manheim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Glenn E. Pfeiffer officiat-
ing. 
Tierney - McGarvey: Shannon 
Lynne, daughter of David and Jo 
McGarvey, New Paris, Ind., and 
Sean Patrick, son of Lynn Tierney 
and Jay Tierney, Strathroy, Ont.. 
Aug. 13, 1994, at Union Center 
Church of the Brethren with Rev. 
David W. McGarvey and Rev. Joel 
R. McGarvey officiating. 
Weyant - Knepper: Debbie Lou 
Hepfer-Knepper, Chambersburg, 
Pa., and Jack Kevin Weyant, Green-
castle, Pa., Jan. 14, at the courthouse 
in Winchester, Va. 
Obituaries 
David: Shirley F. David, born 
Feb. 11, 1925, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles S. Fagan, died Dec. 12, 
1994. Preceding her in death was her 
spouse, Major General Bert A. 
David. Surviving are four sons, Bert 
Jr., Scott C., Jon R., and Lance R.; 
and eight grandchildren. Shirley was 
a former reporter/photographer for 
the Call-Chronicle in Lansford, Pa.; 
a member of Eastern Star; and a con-
tributing editor to the Messiah Vil-
lage Echoes. She was a member of 
the Messiah Village congregation. 
Pa. Services were held there and at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lehighton, 
Pa., with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in the lat-
ter church's cemetery. 
Klinck: Luella May Klinck, 
born Jan. 22, 1912, in New Gorm-
ley, Ont., daughter of Joseph and 
Leah Eshelman Cober, died Dec. 15, 
1994. Preceding her in death was her 
husband, Ellis Klinck; and three 
brothers. Surviving are a son, Ron-
dell; 5 daughters, Eleanor, Marilyn, 
Erma, Cathy, and Donna; 18 grand-
children; 7 great-grandchildren; a 
half-brother, Harold Cober; and half-
sister, Rhoda Forsythe. Luella was 
saved and united with the Heise Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church at age 10. 
She helped her husband in farming 
until his death. The funeral was held 
at the Heise Hill church, Ont., with 
Rev. Mike Anderson officiating. 
Interment was in the church ceme-
tery. 
Long: Mary B. Long, born July 
8, 1902, in Dickinson, Kan., daugh-
ter of Adam L. and Fannie Mellinger 
Book, died Jan. 4. Preceding her in 
death was her spouse, Jessie N. 
Long. Surviving are 3 sons, J. 
Nathan, Alden M., and Richard L.; 2 
daughters, Martha M. Long and 
Edna Kreider; a brother, Howard 
Book; a sister, Ruth Book; 16 grand-
children; and 25 great-grandchil-
dren. Mary was a school teacher and 
homemaker. She had resided at Mes-
siah Village since 1989. She was a 
member of the Cedar Heights con-
gregation, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Martha L. Lady offi-
ciating. Interment was in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery. 
Moffat: Ethel May Moffat, born 
July 17, 1902, in Wainfleet, Ont., 
daughter of Benson and Annite 
Dilts, died Jan. 6. Preceding her in 
death were her husband, John; six 
brothers; and two sisters. Surviving 
is a daughter, Anna Margaret. Ethel 
attended the Rosebank congregation, 
Ont. The funeral was held at the 
Coutts and Son Funeral Home with 
Major Speakman of the Salvation 
Army officiating. 
Rosenberry: John L. Rosenber-
ry, born Apr. 1, 1916, son of 
William J. and Frances Landis 
Rosenberry, near Philadelphia, Pa., 
died Jan. 15. Surviving are his wife, 
Maurine E. (Riley); two sons, Carl 
L. and John L. Jr.; a daughter, Kath-
leen R. Mayes; two brothers, Charles 
L. and Russell J.; and five grand-
children. John was a retired minister 
and evangelist. He had resided at 
Messiah Village since November 
1994, and was a member of the 
Manheim, Pa., congregation. The 
funeral was held at the Mechanics-
burg church with Rev. H. Frank 
Kipe and Rev. Simon A. Lehman Jr. 
officiating. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Tribute 
Bro. John Rosenberry loved 
Jesus and loved holiness. 
John was converted at age 19 
while attending a summer revival 
meeting held in an old dance hall at 
Roxbury, Pa. He experienced sanc-
tification the following summer in 
the first Roxbury Holiness Camp 
Meeting. Sensing a call from God 
to preach the gospel, John went on to 
become an evangelist. In many 
revivals and tent meetings the Lord 
worked in great power. Many people 
were saved, others were sanctified, 
new believers put away their sinful 
habits, and whole communities were 
affected. 
John radiated enthusiasm for life, 
for the Lord and for the work of the 
Lord. He was known for his ener-
getic preaching, with dynamic deliv-
ery and frequent use of humor. His 
godly attitudes, love for his wife 
Maurine and their children, and con-
sistent Christian living gave authen-
ticity to his public ministry. 
John's constant theme was holi-
ness, or entire sanctification, by 
which God cleanses the heart of car-
nality and fills the believer with the 
Holy Spirit. John preached holiness 
and lived it. 
A person of faith in God, John 
was willing to try new ventures, as 
evidenced in his organizing the Liv-
ing Hope Gospel Campaign, a trav-
eling ministry of tentmaking 
revivals. This ministry continued for 
12 years, from 1952-1964. 
While John's gifts were strong 
and powerful in evangelism, he was 
also gifted as a pastor and served 
effectively at the Altoona, Green 
Spring, and Big Valley churches. 
Prayer was the foundation of 
Bro. John's entire life and ministry. 
He spent long periods of time in 
prayer and admonished young pas-
tors to build the disciplines of prayer 
into their lives. 
Part of John's mission was, in 
his own words, "to love the breth-
ren." No matter who the other per-
son was, or how that person may 
have differed from him in theology, 
ideas or practice, Bro. John joyfully 
extended love to everyone. 
In John's younger years he and 
his brother William (also a minister) 
were sometimes referred to as the 
"sons of thunder" because of their 
zeal for the work of the Lord. John 
Rosenberry, like the Apostle John in 
the New Testament, was a son of 
thunder who became an apostle of 
love. 
John B. Hawbaker, Bishop 
Susquehanna Conference 
Shepherd: Richard O. Shep-
herd, born Apr. 13, 1979. died Dec. 
21, 1994. Surviving are his father, 
Ricky Shepherd; his mother. Holly 
Sweasy; and his grandparents, Owen 
and Mary Shepherd. While living in 
Kentucky, he had attended the 
Millerfield's congregation. The 
funeral was held at the First Baptist 
Christian Holiness Association 
127 th Annual 
Convention 
April 18-20,1995 • Portland, Ore-
gon 
"Holiness-The Fountainhead of 
Christian Living" 





by W. Edward Rickman 
Rummaging through an unpacked 
box from our last move (3 1/2 years 
ago), I discovered two packages of flow-
er seeds. The moment I saw them I 
recalled my wife's request to plant those 
seeds. In fact, I recalled several requests 
to plant those seeds over the years pre-
ceding the last move. The picture on the 
packets showed an abundance of beauti-
ful flowers. The potential for those beau-
tiful flowers was obviously inside those 
seeds. At least, it once was. But what 
do I do now? 
I have several choices. I can conclude 
that the seeds are old and worthless, and 
discard them. I can carefully prepare a 
seed-bed and plant the seeds, knowing 
full well that I may be wasting my time. 
Or, I can carelessly scatter the seeds 
among other seeds and if they grow, 
fine—if they don't, fine. 
With the tremendous power of hind-
sight, I recognized that I held in my 
hands lost opportunity, misplaced pri-
orities, diminished potential, and broken 
promises—all in two little packets of 
seeds. 
The jolting message of this moment 
began to expand in my mind. I began to 
think about the choices and the priorities 
that are determined daily and even 
momentarily in our lives. 
Let's consider the fact that each of 
us has been given a relatively consistent 
supply of two kinds of "seed." For con-
venience, let's call them simply "spiri-
tual seed" and "material seed." 
The "spiritual seed" is supplied in our 
lives for both personal growth and matu-
rity and also for the sharing of witness, 
love, and service. In one sense, there is 
an unlimited supply of this resource for 
our appropriation. 
On the other hand, the "material 
seed" represents our personal allocation 
of material resources which are general-
ly fairly constant and are, for most peo-
ple, limited in availability. Because of 
the limited supply of material resources, 
prioritization of how those resources are 
expended becomes an absolute necessi-
ty-
Recently, I listened to a discussion 
of the parable of the sower as recounted 
in Mark 4.1 was reminded of an inherent 
principle in this parable which I have 
never heard discussed. It is simply the 
discussion about where seed is to be 
sown. 
In this parable, it appears that the 
farmer sowed the seed rather indiscrim-
inately. Some of it fell on the path, some 
on the rocks, some among thorns, and 
some on good soil. It is evident in the 
parable that there was absolutely no fruit 
from any of the seed except that which 
was sown on the good and prepared soil. 
Coming from a farm background and 
recalling how expensive it is to sow 
valuable seed, my response would be 
that the next time the farmer sowed seed, 
he would surely be more discriminate 
in where the seed was sown. Surely, one 
of the inherent principles of this passage 
would include a careful stewardship 
appraisal of the "how" and "where" we 
sow the valuable seed (resources) we 
have been given. 
The parable of the sower appears in 
three different gospels (Matthew 13:1-
15, Mark 4:3-30, and Luke 8:5-15). In 
each instance there was difficulty in 
understanding the parable and the expla-
nation Jesus gave leaves some latitude 
for interpretation and application. There-
fore, consider some possible applica-
tions. 
1. Ministry Responsibi l i ty. It is 
quite clear in all these passages that the 
"seed" represents the "Word" or the 
"Gospel." The implication is that all dis-
ciples are responsible for involvement 
in the ministry of the Word. That 
involvement takes on many different 
forms. As the Bible indicates, some are 
involved in preaching, teaching, admin-
istration, and other direct ministries. 
However, all are responsible to be stew-
ards of resources which supply the 
means for the ministry of the Word. 
Consequently, some are directly 
involved in ministry while others are 
indirectly involved, but there is mutual 
responsibility. 
2. Ministry Priorities. Return for a 
moment to the inherent principle of this 
parable. There may be adequate latitude 
for providing general ministry to all, but 
I would maintain that Jesus himself was 
teaching the importance of focusing 
ministry priorities on areas where there 
is the greatest potential for receptivity, 
growth, and fruitful discipleship. It 
would be foolish indeed to focus our pri-
orities on sowing our "seed" on the 
places where there is little or no hope of 
fruitfulness at the expense of neglecting 
the areas where there is great receptivi-
ty and fruitfulness. 
3. Ministry Decisions and Discern-
ment. It is incumbent on all of us who 
have "seed" (resources) to be very dis-
cerning as we make decisions as to 
where and how we "sow" our resources. 
We are confronted by multitudes of 
appeals for our resources. It should also 
be obvious to us that not every group 
appealing for "ministry" funds can pro-
duce evidence of fruitfulness. Thus, the 
necessity of using discernment in where 
and how we "sow" our "resources." 
Jesus and his disciples practiced this 
very principle. When Jesus sent his dis-
ciples out two by two, he instructed 
them very specifically about what to do 
in places where there was no receptivity 
to their message. 
One of the great blessings of the 
Brethren in Christ Church is the assur-
ance that giving to the ministries of the 
church will be focused on the areas of 
best receptivity, growth, and fruitful-
ness. 
As you make decisions about where 
and how to sow your "seed," be sure it is 
planted where you are assured it will 
grow and produce fruit for the glory and 
honor of God and the increase of the 
church. 
Be sure you don't waste those 
"seeds" (resources) that belong to God. 
He can only produce the fruit if we give 
him the resources. 
W. Edward Rickman is executive director 
of Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services. 
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Church with Rev. J. Richard 
Lehman officiating. Interment was 
in Valley Cemetery. 
Sider: Mildred Olevia Sider. 
born Jan. 27, 1905, near Wainfleet, 
Ont., daughter of Robert and Olevia 
Shoalts Gilmore, died Jan. 22. Pre-
ceding her in death were her hus-
band, Calvin Sider; two sons, 
Richard and David; a great-grand-
son, Zachary; and three brothers, 
Edward, Lewis, and James. Surviv-
ing are two sons, John and Ralph; 
five grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; and a sister, Jean Sider. 
With her husband, Mildred lovingly 
served the Wainfleet congregation 
for many years as a deacon's wife. 
The funeral was held at the Wain-
fleet church with Rev. Charles 
Mashinter officiating. Interment was 
in Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Stern: Ira M. "Pete" Stern, born 
June 17, 1923, in Roaring Springs, 
Pa., son of Earl and Martha Stern, 
died October 22, 1994. Surviving are 
his wife, Miriam N. (Knepper); four 
brothers, Aaron H., Earl I.. James M„ 
and J. Harold; and two sisters. Mary 
K. Long and Lucille Ulery. Pete and 
Mim served with Brethren in Christ 
Missions in Zambia and Zimbabwe 
for 34 years, 12 of which they served 
as "parents" for missionary children 
at Youngways Hostel. For the past 
seven years they ministered to inter-
national students in Philadelphia, Pa. 
Memorial services were held Oct. 
30 at the Grantham, Pa., Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. J. Robert 
Lehman and Rev. Kevin Ryan offi-
ciating. Memorial services were also 
held Nov. 6 at the Souderton Breth-
ren in Christ Church, where he was a 
member, with Rev. Kevin Ryan offi-
ciating. Interment was in Grantham 
Memorial Park. 
Tribute 
Pete Stern lived in Africa for 
much of his life. Yet his influence on 
the home church has been profound. 
Pete and Mim crisscrossed the 
continent on furlough journeys. 
They told about their African 
friends. They recounted the 
escapades of missionary children. 
They exuded a contagious enthusi-
asm for missions. And we responded 
by loving and trusting and support-
ing not only them, but the entire 
team, because of them. 
Returning from Africa, Pete and 
Mim settled in Philadelphia among 
international students. On Sundays, 
they traveled 45 minutes each way 
to worship with the Souderton con-
gregation, usually taking along inter-
national friends. They prayed daily 
for the pastor and people at Souder-
ton, and at every opportunity trav-
eled to participate in concerts of 
prayer for church plantings and mis-
sions. In ways that any of us here at 
home can emulate, they continued 
to impact the nations. 
Person by person, household by 
household, congregation by congre-
gation, Pete Stern, with Mim, has 
drawn the home church into mis-
sionary endeavor. The Brethren in 
Christ Church family, here as well as 
overseas, grieves his loss yet rejoic-
es in the life and work of this 
beloved brother. 
Warren L. Hoffman, Bishop 
Atlantic Conference 
Wagner: Helen B. Wagner, born 
Mar. 20, 1918, daughter of Abraham 
and Beulah Thomas, died Nov. 23, 
1994. Surviving are a son, Clyde; a 
daughter, Jacqualine Hartman; four 
grandchildren; and a sister, Mildred 
Martin. Helen was a former waitress 
and daycare employee. She attended 
the Cedar Grove Church, Pa. Ser-
vices were held at the Messiah 
Lutheran Church with Rev. William 
H. Bernhisel officiating. Interment 
was in Mount Rose Cemetery. 
• 
Need a guide to Bible 
study that works? 
%/ We've got it! 
Here's how 
you can get it! 
O Call (800) 253-9315 
or 
© Visit your local Christian Light Bookstore 
or 
© Mail in this coupon: 
Please send me copies of Bible Study That Works at 
$6.95 (U.S.) per copy. I have enclosed a check for $ . 
(No postage/handling charge if ordered before June 1, 1995.) 
Mail to: 
Evangel Publ ishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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HOLY BIBLE 
I 
Bible Study That Works...gives a 
readable, practical plan for studying 
the Bible in a life-enriching way. . . . 
This book has a place in local churches, 
summer camps, youth groups, home 
Bible-study groups, and family altars. I 
plan to use it as a text for my seminary 
course "Teaching the Bible to Youth 
and Adults." 
-Harold Burgess 
Professor of Christian Education 
and Pastoral Ministry 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
Wilmore, Kentucky 




More than 170 evangelical leaders 
came together in Chicago on Jan. 6-7, 
1995, to address the issue of racism and 
discover how to best bring the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to a bruised and broken 
world. Brought together by a joint plan-
ning committee appointed by the Nation-
al Association of Evangelicals (NAE) and 
the National Black Evangelical Associa-
tion (NBEA), participants expressed the 
belief that the convocation may have 
been a watershed in racial reconciliation 
within the evangelical community. 
Edward L. Foggs, general secretary of 
the Church of God (Anderson, Ind.), said, 
"The convocation was a timely event in 
view of polarizing forces at work in our 
nation and our local communities. It 
afforded time for serious dialogue among 
persons who are in leadership positions 
where they can make a difference." 
Three major plenary addresses were 
given by George McKinney, bishop. 
Church of God in Christ, San Diego; 
The Board for Media Ministries 
recently sent a check for $3,582.77 to 
Brethren in Christ Congregational Life 
Ministries as their share of 1995 sales of 








head of Christian Living" 
For information, 
call (606) 858-4091 
William Pannell, professor, Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary. Pasadena; and Manuel 
Ortiz, professor, Westminster Theologi-
cal Seminary, Philadelphia. 
Plenary sessions were interspersed 
with small group discussions as attendees 
talked, listened, and prayed together 
around a series of topics presented by 
convocation facilitators. Reflecting on 
this aspect of the convocation, Harold L. 
Myra, president of Christianity Today, 
Inc., said, "The dialogue around the 
tables with blacks and whites in an atmo-
sphere of great candor about racial rec-
onciliation deepened our understanding, 
appreciation, and commitments." 
Among a long list of possibilities, 
attendees selected five topics for imme-
diate consideration and action within the 
evangelical community. They are: Unbib-
lical Theology, Repentance and Forgive-
ness, Fear and Mistrust, Attitudes and 
Perceptions, and Institutional Racism. 
A significant moment in the convoca-
tion came in the concluding session when 
Don Argue, president-elect of the Nation-
al Association of Evangelicals, called 
Lloyd Lindo and Clarence Hilliard, pres-
ident and vice president respectively of 
NBEA, as well as Aaron Hamlin, execu-
tive director, to come to the podium. 
ago the Board for Media Ministries 
offered to share five percent of the total 
sales of Jubilee with Congregational Life 
Ministries. For the most part Jubilee: 
God's Good News has been very well 
accepted by Brethren in Christ congre-
gations. 
This sharing of sales income is anoth-
er example of denominational teamwork. 
Congregations who support the curricu-
lum by using it provide a return of some 
of the significant investment that the 
Board for Media Ministries made in 
Jubilee's development. In turn, Congre-
gation Life Ministries receives a share of 
the sales which is invested in supporting 
ministries in local churches. This posi-
tive interrelationship is also good stew-
ardship. Your curriculum dollars serve 
the church several times. 
It is hoped that use of Jubilee: God's 
Good News by the denomination will 
increase significantly and the Board for 
Media Ministries will write an even larg-
er check next year. • 
Then in a spirit of repentance and humil-
ity, he asked the forgiveness of black 
evangelicals for NAE's failure to be sen-
sitive and responsive to the concerns of 
the black community. He also requested 
NBEA leaders to lay hands on him and 
pray for him, that God would guide him 
when he assumes the presidency of NAE. 
Organizers of the convocation plan to 
be meeting on a regular basis to consider 
how the action items suggested by the 
small groups can best be pursued by both 
NAE and NBEA. 
The Brethren in Christ Church is one 
of the 80 member denominations which 
make up the National Association of 
Evangelicals. Harvey R. Sider, Ronald J. 
Sider, and Jonathan and Winnie Brubak-
er Haggard wre among the 175 partici-
pants. 
(For additional perspectives about the 
meeting, see "Discipleship for the 21st 
Century" on page 26.) • 
Don Argue named 
president of NAE 
In a historic election, Don Argue was 
named president (an office formerly 
termed executive director) of the Nation-
al Association of Evangelicals (NAE). 
He was chosen by a unanimous vote on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13. He outlined his vision 
for NAE to the Board of Administration 
Tuesday evening and to a press confer-
ence at the Evangelical Center in Carol 
Stream, III., Wednesday morning. His 
term of office begins April 1, 1995. 
Argue, 55, has served as president of 
North Central Bible College, Minneapo-
lis, Minn., since 1979. Under his leader-
ship, North Central Bible College has 
grown from an enrollment of 401 to over 
1,500 and received the Christianity Today 
Decade of Growth Award in recognition 
of its being the fastest growing college of 
its kind in the nation during the 1980s. 
In prior years he served as dean of stu-
dents and campus pastor at Evangel Col-
lege in Springfield, Mo.; pastor of First 
Assembly of God, Morgan Hill, Calif.; 
and minister of youth, San Jose, Calif. In 
addition, he was director of evangelism 
for Teen Challenge in New York City. 
Argue was president (an office which will 
now be chairman of the board) of NAE in 
1992-1993. 
The retiring executive director of 
NAE, Billy A. Melvin, has held the office 
for 28 years. He officially steps down on 
March 31. 1995, but plans to continue a 
number of ministry options. • 
Jubilee rebate goes to 
Congregational Life Ministries 
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A few recent Visitor articles: 
• Rumors of angels 
• Overjoyed and outnumbered: a 
father celebrates his daughters 
• "Generation X" and the church 
• The power of prayer 
• Biblical case studies in failure 
• Escaping the "Christian ghetto" 
• Answering children's questions 
about God 
• Plus "Special People," "Onesimus," 
and missions news each month. 
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fti&ciple&hip for the 21et Century 
Race and reconciliation 
by Jonathan and Winnie 
(Brubaker) Haggard 
Our Lord's ministry is full of actions 
and teaching from which we learn that 
he came to destroy stereotypes and barri-
ers between people. In just one story of 
Jesus relating to the Samaritan woman 
(John 4), he tore down the barriers of 
gender and class, as well as race. The 
book of Acts shows how the Apostles 
followed Jesus' example: Jews and Gen-
tiles learned to live, worship, and serve 
God together, strengthening their gospel, 
and giving it credibility. 
In January we had the opportunity to 
participate as observers in a consultation 
on racial reconciliation. There were two 
groups represented: the National Associ-
ation of Evangelicals (NAE) and the 
National Black Evangelical Association 
(NBEA). Each group consists of repre-
sentatives of evangelical organizations, 
leaders of educational institutions, and 
denominational heads from predomi-
nantly white and predominantly black 
U.S. Christian institutions. We prayed, 
sang, and listened to powerful speakers, 
but spent most of our time talking in 
small groups about specific areas of racial 
reconciliation. This column is the result 
of pooling ideas shared at this gathering 
with some of our other related experi-
ences. 
The mere fact that NAE and NBEA 
exist as separate organizations, let alone 
the fact that their constituent organiza-
tions are predominantly of their respec-
tive race, is evidence that something is 
wrong in the evangelical church in the 
U.S. Some would assert that with the task 
of world evangelization yet unfinished, 
we can't afford to spend precious time 
on racial reconciliation. But those who 
say this are missing an important point— 
that the body of Christ is sick. Racial 
division is an illness which plagues the 
church. Often a sick body can still func-
tion, but never as well as a healthy body. 
We must ask God to heal us, and we must 
take steps towards that goal. 
The racism we speak of is not the 
extreme activities of hate groups such as 
the Klu Klux Klan, which in actuality is 
composed of a small minority of the pop-
ulation. Racism is the pervasive, systemic 
subjugation of a group of people. African 
Americans commonly experience 
employment discrimination and prejudi-
cial attitudes in both secular and Christian 
settings. We have seen subtle manifesta-
tions of racism even in our own local 
churches: Sunday school materials that 
contain pictures with only white charac-
ters in contrast with an Angel Tree Min-
istry poster (soliciting gifts for children of 
inmates) that sports a photo of only black 
children. 
Graphic Designer 
MCC is accepting applications for 
Graphic Designer (Akron, Pa.). This 2-
3 year position is available June 20, 
1995, on a volunteer service or salaried 
basis. 
Qualifications include a commit-
ment to Christian faith, active church 
membership, and nonviolent peace-
making. Applicants must have a bache-
lor's degree with fine arts and graphic 
design emphasis and practical graphic 
design experience with computer and 
print production. Interested persons 
contact Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th 
Street, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-
0500, phone (717) 859-1151. Applica-
tions are due March 31, 1995. 
Here are some steps for Christians 
concerned about racial reconciliation. 
There are many books that can help white 
and black Christians begin to listen to 
each other. Start with More Than Equals 
(IVP) by Spencer Perkins and Chris Rice. 
It has an excellent bibliography as a guide 
for continued study. Reading is a good 
starting point for those who are ready to 
listen and be challenged, but books can't 
be the answer. Find other ways to demon-
strate your commitment to racial recon-
ciliation to your family and community. 
Notice if pictures in your children's 
books reflect racial diversity. Whites can 
develop an appreciation for black gospel 
music, they can learn from black expres-
sions of faith and worship style. Consid-
er joining a multi-racial Bible study. Ask 
your church leaders to explore the possi-
bility of a sister-church relationship with 
a racially-different church. These ideas 
should help set the stage for the real key 
to breaking the barrier of racial separa-
tion: relationships. Committed friend-
ships with people of other races are pow-
erful witnesses to Christ's gospel and 
serve as the starting point for unraveling 
our society's systemic racism. If some of 
these steps sound uncomfortable, recall 
the price God paid to reconcile us to him-
self—the cross was not an easy way out. 
Although racial divisions run deep, we 
have reason to hope for reconciliation. 
Just this past fall two large Pentecostal 
organizations, which had been divided 
along racial lines for 70 years, disbanded 
in order to form one inter-racial organi-
zation. At the conference we attended, 
NAE and NBEA took steps toward initi-
ating a similar process. The apostle Peter 
tried, failed, and had to work harder to 
eliminate prejudicial attitudes in himself 
as well as in the early church. Christ had 
set the example, and his disciples in the 
first century built his church with Jews, 
Samaritans, and Gentiles from all over 
the known world. What possibilities the 
church has to strengthen its witness into 
the twenty-first century through recon-
ciliation! 
Jonathan and Winnie Brubaker Haggard 
live in Philadelphia, Pa. Jonathan works with 
Bethesda Project, an agency assisting home-
less persons toward housing independence. 
They are part of West Philadelphia Mennonite 
Fellowship, where Winnie serves as an elder. 
Legislative Associate for 
International Affairs 
Mennonite Central Committee is 
accepting applications for Washing-
ton Office Legislative Associate for 
International Affairs (Washington, 
D.C.). This 2-year position is avail-
able August 1995 as a local service or 
salaried position. Qualifications in-
clude a commitment to Christian faith, 
active church membership, and non-
violent peacemaking. Applicants must 
have a background in U.S. foreign 
policy issues and working in coali-
tions, and communication and re-
search skills. Previous MCC or over-
seas experience preferred. Women 
and people of color are encouraged to 
apply. Interested persons contact 
Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th Street, 
P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-
0500, phone (717) 859-1151. Appli-
cations due March 17, 1995. 
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Dean's List 
Messiah College recently announced 
its Dean's List for fall 1994. 
The following Brethren in Christ stu-
dents are among those who received 
recognition for their fine accomplish-
ment. 
Dana M. Bicksler, junior, social work, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Stephanie M. Blessing, senior, early 
childhood education, Bussum, Nether-
lands 
Jacqueline S. Carr, sophomore, ele-
mentary education, Middletown, Pa. 
Rebecca L. Ebersole, junior, English, 
Akron, Ohio 
Curt R. Eyster, senior, engineering, 
Ontario, Canada 
Scott A. Forry, freshman, Manheim, 
Pa. 
Amy B. Garman, senior, family stud-
ies, East Petersburg, Pa. 
Richard A. Gensler, sophomore, engi-
neering, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Bradley L. Glenn, freshman, pre-med, 
Dillsburg, Pa. 
Debra K. Guyer, sophomore, elemen-
tary education, Oakland Mills, Pa. 
Angela Faithe Heise, senior, mathe-
matics, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Virginia L. Heisey, sophomore, histo-
ry, Orrstown, Pa. 
Brooke Y. Hoffman, freshman, ele-
mentary education, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Brenda R. Horst, junior, mathematics, 
Manheim, Pa. 
Carolyn B. Johns, sophomore, 
accounting, Nappanee, Ind. 
Paul A. Johns, junior, family studies, 
Nappanee, Ind. 
Matthew M. Martin, sophomore, 
accounting, Grantham, Pa. 
Ninita E. Peachey, sophomore, ele-
mentary education, Warfordsburg, Pa. 
Susan E. Pierce, sophomore, Nappa-
nee, Ind. 
Kelly J. Robinson, junior, biology, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Vicki E. Miller Shafer, senior, engi-
neering, Carlisle, Pa. 
Rhonda K. Shelly, junior, elementary 
education, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Dwayne A. Sollenberger, sophomore, 
Bible, Manheim, Pa. 
March 1995 
Gregory C. Starr, freshman. Manheim, 
Pa. 
Melanie B. Starr, junior, mathemat-
ics, Manheim, Pa. 
Dori I. Steckbeck, sophomore, engi-
neering, Mount Joy, Pa. 
Brian G. Wigg, freshman, engineer-
ing, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
Whitaker Grant benefits 
Harrisburg schools 
A Whitaker Foundation Grant called 
Technology and the Teaching of Mathe-
matics created a partnership between 
Harrisburg School District, IBM, and 
Messiah College. The three-year, 
$250,000 grant, initiated last fall, is part 
of a growing national response to improv-
ing the teaching and learning of mathe-
matics in schools. 
Project director, Dr. Velma Yoder, 
assistant professor and chair of the edu-
cation department at Messiah College, 
comments: "What excites me is that stu-
dents in Harrisburg will have access to 
technology, and studies show that the 
effective use of technology increases 
interest, engagement, and achievement of 
pupils in mathematics." 
The Whitaker grant's major goal is to 
augment the Harrisburg school district's 
technology program by providing soft-
ware, teaching resources, and teacher 
training at Marshall Elementary School. 
Several years ago Marshall began exper-
imenting with computers with help from 
a smaller Eisenhower grant. The experi-
ence of being a pilot school for the dis-
trict's present elementary technology pro-
gram has made teachers, administration, 
and pupils eager to work with the cur-
rent program. 
Dr. Yoder adds that students will be 
using cutting-edge software. Some of 
Dr. Velma Yoder received her bachelors, mas-
ters and Ph.D. degrees from Pennsylvania 
State University. She and her husband Dave, 
who are members and serve as deacons at the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, have a 
daughter who attends and another daughter 
who graduated from Messiah College. 
IBM's latest network software releases 
for elementary mathematics are being 
used, including Math and More; Explor-
ing Math Concepts; Exploring Measure-
ment, Time and Money; Exploring Math 
with Manipulatives; and Mental Math 
Games. Training sessions for teachers are 
already in progress. 
Singing ensemble to perform 
this summer 
The summer music ministry team 
New Light is available to sing in church-
es and youth campus during the summer 
of 1995. Those interested in scheduling 
the group should contact Deb Lucas, 
associate director of admissions at Mes-
siah College. • 
President and Executive Director 
Tabor Community Services, Inc., a non-profit comprehensive housing and credit coun-
seling agency operating primarily in Lancaster County, is accepting applications for the 
position of President/Executive Director. This person will provide executive leadership to the 
various programs, divisions, and subsidiaries of the organization. Primary duties include plan-
ning, program development, budget management, personnel supervision, fund raising and 
public relations. 
The successful candidate will have a minimum of a Bachelor's degree in an administra-
tive or human relations field and have demonstrated leadership ability in the primary areas 
of responsibility. Five years administrative work experience and knowledge of the affordable 
housing field is preferred. A strong commitment to community service is essential. 
If interested, send a resume and cover letter describing your interest and qualifications to: 
The Search Committee 
Tabor Community Services, Inc. 
439 East King St. 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Deadline for applications: March 15, 1995 - An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Focusing our Mission 
continued from page 30 
tween a prominent lay person and a 
bishop. The lay person sensed the bish-
op's recent sermon was directed specif-
ically against him. I called the two of 
them together, the issue was cleared, 
and trust restored. Christian communi-
cation prohibits triangling. We learn to 
trust as we take time to talk directly 
and candidly, rather than around each 
other. 
There are times when written com-
munication is helpful in building trust. 
Often I find I can articulate more clear-
ly when I write out my thoughts. It 
eliminates extraneous material, gives 
me time to think more clearly, and 
holds me accountable for what I really 
want to express. Frequently, I follow 
up verbal communication with a memo, 
repeating what I understood was the 
essence of verbal interchange. This 
becomes a "trust-builder." Written com-
munication, when supplemented by 
interpersonal interaction, can be ex-
tremely positive. 
Relationships communicate as pow-
erfully as words. Observe how two per-
sons who are deeply in love relate. A 
message is proclaimed without one 
word being spoken. Body language 
often indicates warmth, hostility, or 
boredom in a relationship. Avoidance 
or the "shifty" look often speak more 
loudly than words. On the other hand, 
good eye contact leaves the impression 
of trustworthiness. 
We've all heard, "He/She just turns 
me off." Even when not spoken in a 
spirit of antagonism, facial expression 
or a gesture of the arms may communi-
cate a lack of desire to develop the kind 
of interpersonal relationships necessary 
to build trust. 
When family relationships are 
healthy, there is a desire to be together. 
Our family is willing to spend many 
hours and travel hundreds of miles to 
get together every year for special 
events like Christmas or a spiritual 
retreat. These have become anticipated 
opportunities to communicate by word 
and relationship. As we talk about our 
mutual journey, discuss our differences, 
and pray for each other, our apprecia-
tion for and trust in each other are 
enhanced. 
Building trust demands effort at 
many levels. Thankfully, God has given 
us communication, a powerful and 
common tool, to achieve that goal. The 
challenge is to employ God's gift for 
his glory and the building of his church. 
Harvey R. Sider 
is Moderator of the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
I suppose your TV news is filled with 
our earthquake story from Kobe. This is 
our neighboring city, and we here in 
Osaka felt strong tremors and things fell 
from our book cases, food items from the 
shelves in the pantry, my steel file in the 
study fell over, etc., but nothing major. 
We are living in the first floor apartment 
of the wedding chapel and this place was 
built very sturdy, so no need to fear. 
My purpose in writing is to thank you 
for the January issue of the Visitor. Dur-
ing the Christmas holidays I mentioned to 
our new group here that next year, I hope 
to preach a sermon on angels during the 
Advent season. A few days after I made 
that statement, your magazine arrived 
with this as the lead article. Thanks. 
I got my scissors to cut and file it, but 
then noticed "Running on Empty" was 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. 
Occasionally we may decide to withhold names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the view of the writer, and does not neces-
sarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in Christ Church or 
this periodical. 
good and perhaps preaching material 
sometime, so cut that out, too, only to see 
that "Failure is not a terminal illness" 
may be good input in my counseling 
work, so that was cut too. The same was 
true for the next article, "Marriage and 
the special-needs child" may be just what 
I need sometime, so that one also was cut 
out and Trudy's article, "A holy hush at 
Eventide"—only to find that half of my 
magazine had gone into the files. 
I say this to encourage you in your 
good work at the press. I suppose some-
times the deadlines keep coming and your 
material supply may be running low, but 
let me assure you that this was an excel-
lent edition for my needs. Thank you so 
much. 
Lucille and I are very happy here in 
our "second wind" missionary challenge. 
Perhaps sometime I may get enough 
courage to write an article for you, shar-
ing what God is teaching us and what we 
hope to see God do in the coming years. 
John Graybill 
Osaka, Japan 
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Qnesims 
Dear Paul, 
It seems as if my life is constantly in transition. I'm 
planning on moving across town in a few months and am 
considering looking for a new church. It's a tough deci-
sion because I was really pumped to go to this one 
before I moved here; I knew the pastor from a youth 
conference ten years ago. Anyway, I had hopes that this 
would be the coolest Brethren in Christ congregation on 
the planet. Do you know I haven't been able to go to a 
Brethren in Christ church for five years? It was kind of 
bizarre after growing up in the denomination, but I just 
didn't live near any. 
Well, even though this congregation is fairly contem-
porary—most people show up in jeans, the organ has 
been replaced by acoustic guitars and a tambourine, and 
we sing more choruses than hymns—something just 
hasn't clicked. I think it's the 
lack of people my age. The con-
gregation is composed almost 
exclusively of couples or young 
families, which is a bit of an 
adjustment. The last two church-
es I was part of had at least 40 
college students or recent grads. 
It makes me curious about the 
demographics of the Brethren in 
Christ Church as a whole. Do 
we have a problem retaining our 
youth or attracting new twenty-
somethings? I think I 'm the only 
one from my old high school 
youth group that still goes to a 
Brethren in Christ Church. I 'm 
not sure what I think about 
that—I guess it doesn't matter in 
a lot of ways. To be honest, some of the differences 
between denominations don't make a lot of sense to me 
since there is "one body and one Spirit...one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father...." Unfortunate-
ly, there will always be people who get carried away 
with "denominationalism" and fragment the gospel into 
often irrelevant issues. I've run into way too many peo-
ple who preach their denomination rather than the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. I know one reason we need different 
denominations is because God is too multifaceted to be 
captured in a single tradition, but I think people some-
times lose their focus. 
If the Brethren in Christ do have a problem 
retaining/attracting younger members, we are by no 
means alone. In his book Wild Hope, Tom Sine describes 
the "graying" of North American churches in general. I 
was somewhat surprised and amused to find that his 
vision for the future church had a familiar Brethren in 
Christ ring to it: 
Earlier, we defined the mission of the church 
as both "word and deed," "proclamation and 
demonstration. " But I want to clarify. I don't 
believe the first call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is to proclamation. I don't believe the 
first call of the gospel is to social action. I 
strongly believe the Scripture affirms that the 
first call of the Gospel is to incarnation. 
But getting back to my original question about chang-
ing churches, should I stay where I am or should I look 
for something that "pleases me 
more"? What should I base my 
decision on? I've always 
thought of the church as a com-
munity of believers, as a kind 
of family. It's more than a 
group of people with common 
interests who get together once 
a week, more than evangelism, 
more than outreach programs. 
The question I keep coming 
back to is this: at what point 
does looking for a church or 
"church shopping" become a 
consumer activity rather than a 
religious one? Selecting a 
church based on the quality of 
the singing or the message 
seems so consumerish. But I've 
heard stories about people changing churches because of 
sports teams, child care, or potluck dinners. There's a lot 
of weird excuses out there, although I agree that there is 
more to a church than just its theology. Any suggestions? 
In any event, I'm not going to get stressed about 
changing churches until I know where I'm moving. 
Maybe there will be an influx of college students at my 
current church in the meantime. Sorry I was all over the 
place with this letter, but sometimes I think the only 
thoughts I have are random ones. You know what they 
say: "to realize a thought is to change it." 
Peace, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
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Trust building 
by Harvey R. Sider 
One of my earliest memories is the 
experience of jumping from the rungs 
of a ladder into the safety of my dad's 
arms. Another version was to experi-
ence the exhilaration of being tossed 
into the air and then, before crashing on 
the hard ground, feeling my father's 
strong hands gently enfold me. The 
same experiment of "trust-building" is 
passed from generation to generation. 
Now my children do the same for our 
grandchildren. 
Trust is a basic ingredient for healthy 
living in the family, church, or society. 
Trust is integral to personal wholeness 
and significantly impacts virtually all 
human relationships. A strong trust in 
God's reliability is foundational for 
trusting each other. In the Psalms, 
David repeatedly shows how trust sus-
tained him. Even when he sinned, it 
was David's trust in God's grace that 
led him to repent, restoring him to 
become "a man after God's own heart" 
(Acts 13:22). 
But trust, like all other good things, 
cannot be taken for granted. Both the 
Old and New Testaments provide us 
with plenty of illustrations (e.g. Num. 
12:1-13, 1 Cor. 3:4-5) of how trust can 
be shattered by evils like pride, ambi-
tion, deceit, neglect, abuse, or even the 
preaching of "another gospel." False or 
unrealistic "promises" leave people dis-
illusioned and cynical. 
Trust is essential for the church to 
establish a vision to accomplish its mis-
sion. This means that we must con-
stantly work at enhancing trust at all 
levels: personally, congregationally, 
and denominationally. Trust is one of 
the forces which enables the church to 
perform like a beautiful symphony 
(Eph.4:16), fulfilling its mission both as 
a covenant community and in its out-
reach and service to the world. 
Many factors contribute to develop-
ing trust. One of the most important is 
communication. Words—written and 
spoken—and relationships are our most 
common means of communication. 
In my childhood and adolescent 
years, all members of our family were 
aggressive communicators. We talked 
about the world around us, our daily 
duties, family etiquette, God's love, and 
a host of other things. All of this 
involved trusting each other. Promises, 
in the areas of both discipline and 
reward, were fulfilled, strengthening 
trust levels. Receiving the message of 
salvation was prefaced on trusting par-
ents who personally knew Jesus as Sav-
ior. 
Upon reaching the age of indepen-
dence, a new dimension began to un-
fold in developing a "trust relationship" 
with my parents, whom I deeply loved 
and respected. Now my worldview was 
being shaped by many other factors 
beyond those of my home life. These 
included my peers and expanding edu-
cation. Some of these influences were 
positive, others were negative. At times 
trust in parents, the church, and even 
the world around me was stretched to 
its limit. However, because the door of 
communication was always open, there 
remained in me a deep trust allowing 
me to discuss issues with my parents 
and other church leaders. A wonderful 
pattern emerged of mutual and often 
intense dialogue which brought 
changes to everyone involved. I learned 
the value of "give and take" as did other 
wise leaders. No wonder I continued to 
enjoy a trust relationship with my par-
ents and the leadership of the church, 
even when we did not agree about 
everything. 
In our family, my wife and I fol-
lowed the same pattern. On one occa-
sion we indicated to two-and-a-half-
year-old Cheryl that we would provide 
a tricycle if she changed a habit before 
departure for India. When the habit 
ceased, virtually overnight, the tricycle 
was given. Punishment was usually 
preceded by words from a simple 
"Don't touch!" to explaining why an 
action was inappropriate or detrimental. 
By matching words with results, we 
communicated to our children that they 
could trust us. 
Direct communication, rather than 
"triangling," is essential for trusting 
each other. I shall always remember 
facilitating direct communication be-
continued on page 28 
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T'ditoria! 
Attention: Everyone 
As first noted in the January issue, we are planning for 
one of the 1995 issues of the Visitor to focus on various 
perspectives of the pastoral ministry. You are invited to add 
your voice to a "Round Table on the Pastoral Ministry." 
How has a pastor touched your life? How could con-
gregations be more affirming and supportive of pastors? 
What words of advice would you give to pastors seeking 
to be more effective? What areas of concern do you have 
as you look at the pastoral ministry throughout the denom-
ination? 
All letters must be signed, and preferably will be 
typed. Suggested length is one-half page, double-spaced. 
We plan to publish edited excerpts from as many letters as 
space allows. Mail your comments by May 1 to: "Pas-
toral Ministry Round Table," Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
"Church Member Giving" update 
In the February issue of the Visitor, we published an 
article entitled "Church Member Giving Through 1992." 
The article summarized a study of giving patterns of 29 
denominations, including the Brethren in Christ, from 
1968 through 1992. You may be interested to know how 
Brethren in Christ giving compares to the average of those 
29 different denominations. The Brethren in Christ stew-
ardship office provided statistics for 1984-1993, which 
are charted below, along with the corresponding averages 
which were reported in the February issue. 
When compared to the average giving of the 29 
denominations surveyed, Brethren in Christ have been 
quite generous. For example, in 1990, the survey average 
of per-member giving was 2.59 percent of income, while 
Brethren in Christ per-member giving was 5.79 percent. 
The survey average per-member dollars given in 1992 was 
Updates and reminders 
Attention: Teens (and Parents) 
Brethren in Christ high school students can win up to 
$1,000 in an essay contest on the theme, "Using money 
responsibly." 
Part of Mennonite Mutual Aid's 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration, the contest is intended to help teenagers in the 
church focus on the role of money in their lives and to pro-
pose creative ways to use money wisely. Eight prizes will 
be awarded. The first-prize winner will receive $1,000, two 
second-prize winners will receive $750 each, and five 
third-prize winners will receive $500 each. Essays must be 
submitted between March 1 and May 12, 1995, and win-
ners will be announced in July 1995. At least one winner 
will be selected from Brethren in Christ entries. 
MMA mailed information to Brethren in Christ pas-
tors. Persons seeking additional information may contact 
MMA at (800) 348-7468. 
$445.16; Brethren in Christ per-member giving that year 
was $1,007.39. 
"We need to give strong commendation to the mem-
bership of the Brethren in Christ Church for their generous 
giving over these years," according to Ed Rickman, Exec-
utive Director of Stewardship. "I believe this will be a 
definite encouragement to our people to see that our giv-
ing is much more significant than the [survey averages] 
indicate." 
It is encouraging to note that the Brethren in Christ are 
above average. (Of course, that comes as no surprise.) 
And while we can take comfort in the fact that our giving 
is more than twice that of the survey averages, we do well 
to realize that we have a way to go before we reach what 
many believe is the "minimum" for biblical stewardship: 
the tithe (that is, 10 percent). G 
Table 1: Per Member Giving as percentage of U.S. per capita income 
Average of Brethren in 
Year 29 Denominations Christ 
1984 2.70% 6.00% 
1985 2.72% 5.99% 
1986 2.71% 6.10% 
1987 2.71% 6.35% 
1988 2.64% 5.80% 
1989 2.63% 6.00% 
1990 2.59% 5.79% 
1991 2.59% 5.68% 
1992 2.52% 5.71% 
1993 n.a. 5.28% 
Table 2: Per Member Giving (Current Dollars) 
Average of Brethren in 
Year 29 Denominations Christ 
1984 $315 .34 $ 703.65 
1985 $335.63 $ 739.20 
1986 $ 352.84 $ 802.04 
1987 $ 367.23 $ 861.11 
1988 $381.92 $ 845.11 
1989 $ 403.02 $ 932.48 
1990 . $419 .52 $ 937.00 
1991 $ 433.69 $ 947.26 
1992 $445 .16 $1,007.39 
1993 n.a. $ 963.87 






Jesus Christ, God the Son, is a distinct person of the Trinity, in 
perfect equality and unity with God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit. He is eternally existent and is fully God. 
He created all things and is the source and sustainer of life. 
I n the fullness of time God the Son took on human likeness, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary. He was 
God incarnate—God in the flesh—and lived on earth as a man, 
fully human, yet without sin. He grew physically and mentally, 
and experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue, rejection, and 
the range of human emotions. He was tempted in every way, 
but remained sinless. He was perfectly obedient and 
submissive to the Father. He took on the role of a servant 
and responded in compassion to those in need. Jesus modeled 
perfect humanity and called people to follow him. 
T h e divine nature of Jesus of Nazareth was shown clearly 
during his life on earth. At infancy he was announced as 
Immanuel, God with us. At his baptism he was acknowledged 
to be God's Son. His ministry was marked by the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. He taught with divine authority 
and commissioned his disciples to proclaim his gospel. 
He said that anyone who had seen him had seen the Father. 
He was the Son of God, full of grace and truth. 
I esus came to earth as the promised Messiah revealed in 
the Scriptures. He inaugurated the kingdom of God and 
demonstrated its presence by healing the sick and casting out 
demons. His miracles were signs of God's kingdom. In his 
teaching, Jesus set God's rule over against the kingdoms 
of this world. He called those who followed him into the 
church, the new covenant community based on the values of 
the kingdom of God. He came to destroy the works of 
the devil and to redeem the human family from sin. 
J< 
from the Brethren in Christ 
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